
After criticism. Trump pushes out Mattis sooner than planned 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Irri¬ 
tated with the criticism and 
fallout from Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis’ resignation. 
President Donald Trump on 
Sunday pushed the Pen¬ 
tagon chief out the door 
two months earlier than 
planned, an acrimonious 
end to a tense relationship 
that had been eroding in 
recent months. 

In a series of tweets. Trump 
appeared to question why 
he had put Mattis in his 
Cabinet in the first place, 
and said deputy defense 
secretary Patrick Shana¬ 


han will take over as act¬ 
ing secretary on Jan. 1 to 
cover the accelerated de¬ 
parture. 

The sudden change strips 
Mattis of any chance to fur¬ 
ther frame national security 
policy or smooth rattled re¬ 
lations with allies through 
the originally planned tran¬ 
sition at the end of Febru¬ 
ary. 

And it reflects White House 
displeasure with the retired 
Marine Corps general's 
blistering resignation let¬ 
ter, which he delivered to 
Trump on Thursday. 

Continued on Page 4 



In this April 9, 2018, file photo. Deputy Secretary of Defense Patrick Shanahan, right, listen as 
President Donald Trump speaks during a cabinet meeting at the White House, in Washington. 

Associated Press 





SOLD 




a** 




8 VILLAS 

36 CONDOMINIUMS 


RESIDENCE ARUBA 

tuscanyresidencearu ba .com 


UNIQUE LUXERY REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT^ 

- Dutch design 

- High quality European standards 

- European kitchen and appliances 

- Build starts November 201S 


8 TOWNHOUSE5 

4 


- Walking distance (a the beach 

Call us for a pick up; 
280 


Vtcky Weisefing 594 6161 | vicky@Suseanyresidoncoarubaxom 
Pandora Arencfa. 594 3177 | randolph @1 u&canyres jdericeanjba-tDrn 









MONDAY 24 DECEMBER 


fl2 lUP FRONT 




WEDNESDAY 

8PM J 


& Rumtfa 


Paella, vino y muchas cosas 


JE IRAUSQUIN Blvd 83 +287 280 8448 
Reservation at www.bohemianarutia.com 
Free Parking in the Barceto Note! 


AngelaBaidezg 

ZanaHI C«. 


AP Explains: What happens in a partial government shutdown 



By The Associated Press 

A look at the impact of the 
partial government shut¬ 
down: 


WHAT’S OPEN AND WHAT’S 
CLOSED 

Social Security checks will 
go out and troops will re¬ 


main at their posts. Doctors 
and hospitals will receive 
their Medicare and Med¬ 
icaid reimbursements. The 
U.S. Postal Service, busy 
delivering packages for 
the holiday season, is an 
independent agency and 
won't be affected. Pass¬ 


port services, which are 
funded by fees and not 
government spending, will 
also continue. Virtually ev¬ 
ery essential government 
agency, including the FBI, 
the Border Patrol and the 
Coast Guard, will remain 
open. Transportation Se¬ 
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An Alcatraz Cruise ship waits to depart as customers stand in 
line for ferry service in San Francisco, Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


curity Administration offi¬ 
cers will staff airport check¬ 
points. The air traffic control 
system, food inspection. 
Medicare, veterans’ health 
care and many other essen¬ 
tial government programs 
will run as usual. The Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency can contin¬ 
ue to respond to disasters. 
Nearly 90 percent of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s 240,000 employ¬ 
ees will be at work because 
they're considered essen¬ 
tial. Special counsel Robert 
Mueller's office, which is 
investigating potential ties 
between the Trump cam¬ 
paign and Russia, is unaf¬ 
fected by a shutdown. 

But hundreds of thousands 
of federal workers will be 
forced off the job, and 
some services will go dark. 
In the past, the vast major¬ 
ity of national parks were 
closed to visitors and camp¬ 
ers, but beginning with the 
last government shutdown, 
in January, the Interior De¬ 
partment has tried to make 
parks as accessible as pos¬ 
sible despite bare-bones 
staffing levels. Some are 
staying open thanks to 


funding from states and 
charitable groups. 

In Washington, the muse¬ 
ums along the National 
Mall will remain open at 
least through Jan. 1, but 
Smithsonian officials said 
they will reevaluate the sit¬ 
uation if the shutdown con¬ 
tinues into the new year. 
The Washington Monument 
is closed for repairs. 

Arizona and Utah officials 
put in place plans to keep 
open Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches and Bryce Canyon 
and Zion national parks. 

At the Statue of Liberty and 
Ellis Island, it was business 
as usual, thanks to funding 
from New York state. 

FEDERAL WORKERS STILL GET 
PAID — EVENTUALLY 

While they can be kept 
on the job, federal work¬ 
ers won’t be paid for days 
worked during the lapse in 
funding. In the past, how¬ 
ever, they have been re¬ 
paid retroactively even if 
they were ordered to stay 
home. White House offi¬ 
cials said that would be the 
case again. 

Continued on Page 3 
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AP Explains: What happens in a partial government shutdown 


Continued from Page 2 

The Senate already has 
passed legislation ensuring 
that workers will receive 
back pay. The House seems 
sure to follow suit. 

Federal employees already 
were granted an extra day 
of vacation on Monday, 
Christmas Eve, under an ex¬ 
ecutive order Trump signed 
this past week. 

Federal workers are ex¬ 
empted from furloughs if 
their jobs are national se¬ 
curity-related or if they per¬ 
form essential activities that 
“protect life and property." 
According to a report by 
Democrats on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, 
more than 420,000 federal 
employees deemed es¬ 
sential will continue to work 
without pay, including 


about 41,000 law enforce¬ 
ment and corrections offi¬ 
cers. The Homeland Securi¬ 
ty employees who will keep 
working include about 
150,000 from the Coast 
Guard, TSA and Customs 
and Border Protection. 
More than 380,000 em¬ 
ployees will be furloughed 
— including nearly all from 
NASA and Housing and 
Urban Development and 
41,000 from the Commerce 
Department. About 16,000 
National Park Service em¬ 
ployees — 80 percent of 
the agency's workforce — 
will be furloughed. 

Also among those who will 
furloughed: 52,000 staffers 
at the Internal Revenue 
Service, slowing analysis 
and collection of hundreds 
of thousands of tax returns 
and audits. 



Park ranger Kevin Sturmer drags pylons up Trail Ridge Road 
to block access after an overnight snow was left unplowed in 
Rocky Mountain National Park Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018, in Estes 
Park, Colo. 

Associated Press 


SHUTDOWNS HAPPEN 

Shutdowns happened ev¬ 
ery year when Jimmy Cart¬ 
er was president, averag¬ 
ing 11 days each. During 
President Ronald Reagan’s 


two terms, there were six 
shutdowns, typically just 
one or two days apiece. 
Before a three-day lapse 
in January, caused by 
Democrats' insistence 
that any budget measure 


come with protections for 
young immigrants known 
as “Dreamers,” the most re¬ 
cent significant shutdown 
was a 16-day partial shut¬ 
tering of the government in 
20130 
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After criticism. Trump pushes out 
Mattis sooner than planned 


likely led to Mattis leaving 
earlier than planned. 
“When President Obama 
ingloriously fired Jim Mat¬ 
tis, I gave him a second 
chance. Some thought 
I shouldn’t, I thought I 
should,” Trump tweeted 
Saturday, foreshadowing 
his displeasure and the Sun¬ 
day announcement. He 
also fumed over the media 
coverage of his Syria with¬ 
drawal order, suggesting 
he should be popular for 
bringing troops home. 

“With me, hit hard instead 
by the Fake News Media. 
Crazy!” Trump tweeted. 

A White House official said 
Trump decided Mattis 
should leave the adminis¬ 
tration earlier than planned 
to avoid a drawn-out tran¬ 
sition when someone on 
hand whom they consider 
a qualified deputy capa¬ 
ble of running the Penta¬ 
gon in an acting capacity. 
The official, who asked not 
to be identified publicly dis¬ 
cussing personnel matters, 
said it made sense to have 
a quicker transition and not 
create problems. 

The official said Mattis was 
notified of Trump’s wishes 
prior to today’s tweeted 
announcement. 

Lt. Col. Joseph Buccino, a 
spokesman for Shanahan, 
said the former Boeing Co. 
executive will accept the 
appointment as acting 
secretary. 

“Deputy Secretary will con¬ 


tinue to serve as directed 
by the president, and the 
Department of Defense will 
remain focused on the de¬ 
fense of the nation,” Buc¬ 
cino said on Sunday. 

It is unusual for the Penta¬ 
gon to have an acting sec¬ 
retary of defense. Histori¬ 
cally when a secretary has 
resigned, he has stayed 
on until a successor is con¬ 
firmed. For example, when 
Chuck Hagel was told to 
resign in November 2014, 
he stayed in office until Ash 
Carter was confirmed the 
following February. 

While Mattis’ resigna¬ 
tion followed Trump’s an¬ 
nouncement that he would 
soon pull all of the approxi¬ 
mately 2,000 U.S. troops out 
of Syria, officials said that 
the decision was the result 
of an accumulation of dis¬ 
agreements. 

In a stunning resignation 
letter, Mattis made clear 
he did not see eye to eye 
with a president who has 
expressed disdain for NATO 
and doubts about keep¬ 
ing troops in Asia. Mat¬ 
tis was also unhappy with 
Trump's order to develop 
plans to pull out up to half 
of the 14,000 U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan. Earlier Sun¬ 
day, Trump’s acting chief 
of staff said that Trump had 
known for “quite some time 
now” that he and Mattis 
“did not share some of the 
same philosophies ... have 
the same world view.”0 


In this Sept. 21, 2018, file photo. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
speaks during the 2018 POW/MIA National Recognition Day 
Ceremony at the Pentagon in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Mattis resigned in protest 
over Trump’s decision to 
pull all U.S. troops out of 
Syria. U.S. officials, howev¬ 
er, said that the reaction to 
his decision to leave — in¬ 
cluding the shock and dis¬ 
may expressed on Capitol 
Hill — annoyed Trump and 
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Santa tracker will still run despite 
government shutdown 



In this Dec. 24, 2014, file photo, NORAD Chief of Staff Maj. Gen. 
Charles D. Luckey takes a call while volunteering at the NORAD 
Tracks Santa center at Peterson Air Force Base in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


By DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — The govern¬ 
ment may be partially shut 
down, but that won't stop 
hundreds of volunteers 
dressed in Christmas hats 
and military uniforms Mon¬ 
day from taking calls from 
children around the world 
who want to know when 
Santa will be coming. 

The military says the 
NORAD Tracks Santa won't 
be affected by the govern¬ 
ment shutdown because it 
is run by volunteers Peter¬ 
son Air Force Base in Colo¬ 
rado and is funded by the 
Department of Defense’s 
budget that was approved 
earlier this year. Now in its 
63rd year, the Santa track¬ 
er became a Christmas 
Eve tradition after a mistak¬ 
en phone call to the Con¬ 
tinental Air Defense Com¬ 
mand in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, in 1955. CONAD, 
as it was known, had the 
serious job of monitoring a 
far-flung radar network for 
any sign of a nuclear at¬ 
tack on the United States. 
When Col. Harry Shoup 
picked up the phone that 
day, he found himself talk¬ 
ing not to a military gen¬ 
eral, but to a child who 
wanted to speak to Santa 
Claus. A Colorado Springs 
newspaper had run an ad 
inviting kids to call Santa 
but mistakenly listed the 
hotline number. 

Shoup figured out what 
had happened and 
played along. The tradition 
has since mushroomed into 
an elaborate operation 
that attracts tens of thou¬ 
sands of calls every year. 
For the 1,500 civilian and 
military volunteers who will 
answer the phones for kids 
calling 1-877-HI-NORAD, 
it infuses the holiday with 
childlike wonder. 

“They’re all really sweet, 
small voices,” said Madi¬ 
son Hill, a volunteer who 
helped answer the phones 
in two previous years. 

“I had a little girl tell me 
good night instead of 
goodbye,” she said. “It's 
really sweet.” 

The North American Aero¬ 
space Defense Command 
— a joint U.S.-Canadian 


operation based in Colora¬ 
do Springs, Colorado, that 
protects the skies over both 
countries — has taken over 
the Santa tracker since the 
tradition started. The mili¬ 
tary command center em¬ 
braced and expanded the 
Santa-tracking mission and 
has been rewarded with 
a bounty of goodwill and 
good publicity. 

Last year, NORAD Tracks 
Santa drew 126,000 phone 
calls, 18 million website 
hits, 1.8 million followers 
on Facebook and 179,000 
more on Twitter. 

It takes 160 phones to 
handle the calls that pour 
in. New volunteers get a 
playbook that briefs them 
on the questions kids might 
ask. Big screens on the walls 
show a Santa icon making 
blistering progress around 
the globe. U.S. and Ca¬ 
nadian officers do live TV 
interviews from the phone 
rooms. “It really gets you 
into the Christmas spirit," 
said Hill, a student at Mis¬ 
sissippi State University who 
got involved through Air 
Force family members sta¬ 
tioned in Colorado Springs. 
“There are Christmas carols 
in the background, every¬ 
one's very friendly, happy 
to be there," she said. 

One year, she took a call 
from a boy who began 
reading a very long Christ¬ 
mas list. “I remember hav¬ 
ing to cut him off after the 
10th present or so,” she 
said, explaining to him that 
she had to take calls from 
other children. 

A girl told Hill she wanted 
to warn Santa not to bump 
into a bell hanging on her 
door. “I think she wanted 
Santa to be quiet and not 
wake her up," Hill said. 
Sometimes the volunteers 
have to handle the unex¬ 
pected. In 2012, a child 
from Newtown, Connecti¬ 
cut, asked if Santa could 
bring extra toys for fami¬ 
lies who lost children in the 
mass shooting that year at 
Sandy Hook Elementary. 

“If I can get ahold of him. 
I'll try to get the message to 
him,” replied the volunteer, 
Sara Berghoff. 

NORAD's commander, 
Air Force Gen. Terrence J. 


O’Shaughnessy, will also 
take a turn answering the 
phones Monday. 

“This is my first NORAD 


Associated Press 

Tracks Santa,” said 
O’Shaughnessy, who took 
command in May. “I'm re¬ 
ally excited. ”q 
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Oklahoma quickly becoming 
medical marijuana hotbed 


In this Nov. 30,2018 photo, medical marijuana dispensary owner 
Chance Gilbert displays some of the marijuana he's grown at 
the Oklahoma Roots dispensary in the bedroom community of 
Shawnee, about 40 miles east of Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 


By SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

The rollout of statewide 
medical and recreational 
marijuana programs typi¬ 
cally is a grindingly slow 
process that can take 
years. Not so in Oklahoma, 
which moved with light¬ 
ning speed once voters 
approved medical canna¬ 


bis in June. 

The ballot question re¬ 
ceived 57 percent support 
and established one of the 
nation’s most liberal medi¬ 
cal pot laws in one of the 
most conservative states. 
Six months later, the can¬ 
nabis industry is booming. 
Farmers and entrepreneurs 
are racing to start commer¬ 
cial grow operations, and 
the state is issuing licenses 
to new patients, growers 
and dispensary operators 
at a frantic pace. Retail 
outlets opened just four 
months after legalization. 

By contrast, voters in North 
Dakota, Ohio and neigh¬ 
boring Arkansas approved 
medical pot in 2016 but 
have yet to see sales begin 
amid legal wrangling and 
legislative meddling. 

“I think we really are the 
wild, wild West in many 
respects,” said attorney 
Sarah Lee Gossett Parrish, 
whose firm in Norman rep¬ 
resents several cannabis 
businesses. “Here in Okla¬ 
homa, we’re a pretty inde¬ 
pendent constituency. We 
are primarily a red state, 
but we don't like a lot of 
government controls." 
Indeed, unlike virtually ev¬ 
ery other state, Oklahoma 
officials created no list of 
qualifying medical condi¬ 
tions for people to get me¬ 
dicinal marijuana. That has 
prompted a flood of appli¬ 
cations for personal licens¬ 
es to purchase pot. 

Since August more than 
22,000 have been ap¬ 
proved and thousands 
more are in the pipeline. 
There are now 785 licensed 
dispensaries. Some small 
Oklahoma towns have 
as many as a half-dozen. 
Norman and Stillwater, the 
state's two largest college 
towns, have 45 combined. 
Sage Farms is among more 


than 1,200 licensed com¬ 
mercial growers. Owner 
Ben Neal has been using 
high-tech growing tech¬ 
niques for years to produce 
tomatoes, lettuce, peppers 
and other vegetables at 
his six greenhouses in ru¬ 
ral Tulsa County. He’s now 
converted a third of his op¬ 
eration to growing marijua¬ 
na, hired three new work¬ 
ers and just harvested 200 
pounds of various strains 
that will be auctioned next 
month. 

Neal said he has been of¬ 
fered $2,800 per pound for 
the entire crop, a total of 
$560,000. He's shocked at 
how quickly Oklahoma has 
embraced the industry. 
“Nine months ago, I was 
saying that Oklahoma 
would be the last state that 
ever does it, and then all of 
a sudden this happened,” 
Neal said. 

In the bedroom commu¬ 
nity of Shawnee, east of 
Oklahoma City, business is 
steady at the Oklahoma 
Roots dispensary. Chance 
Gilbert grows, processes 
and sells marijuana inside 
what once was a metal 
fabrication shop. 

“It's kind of radical how fast 
it’s gotten going,” said Gil¬ 
bert, who expects to pro¬ 
duce about 50 pounds of 
marijuana a month once 
at full capacity. “We as¬ 
sumed it would be an Ar¬ 
kansas model, that it would 
be years before it was im¬ 
plemented and rolled out.” 
The primary driver behind 
Oklahoma's quick rollout 
was a broadly written, citi¬ 
zen-led ballot question that 
included quick deadlines 
and required regulators 
to grant a license to every 
qualified applicant. But 
several political ingredients 
combined to push the ef¬ 
fort alongO 
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School bus driver shortage creates headaches for districts 



In this Dec. 20, 2018 photo, a driver walks away from the school 
bus parking lot after his morning shift, in Omaha, Neb. 

Associated Press 


By GRANT SCHULTE 
Associated Press 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — 

School districts throughout 
the U.S. are struggling to 
find school bus drivers, a 
challenge that has wors¬ 
ened with low unemploy¬ 
ment and a strong econo¬ 
my. 

The problem has become 
so severe that some dis¬ 
tricts are offering sign-up 
bonuses for new drivers, 
while others rely on me¬ 
chanics, custodians and 
other school employees 
to fill the gap. For parents 
and students, the shortage 
can mean longer waits for 
a ride to school and more 
crowded buses. 

The shortage stems from a 
variety of factors, includ¬ 
ing limited work hours and 
high barriers to entry. Driv¬ 
ers generally need a com¬ 
mercial driver’s license, 
which requires training, 
sometimes without pay, 
said Mike Martin, executive 
director of the National As¬ 
sociation of Pupil Transpor¬ 
tation. 

“Unless you have some¬ 
thing to fill in the gaps (be¬ 
tween drives), you can’t 
make the money you need 
to support your family,” 
Martin said. “These days, 
most people are looking 
for some kind of regular, 
full-time hours.” 

In Iowa’s Southeast Polk 
Community School District, 
transportation director 
Daniel Schultz said the per¬ 
sistent shortage has grown 
worse in the suburban Des 
Moines district because 
there aren't as many re¬ 
tired farmers, a group that 
commonly took the job for 
extra income. Now, the 


district relies on 51 driv¬ 
ers — mostly retirees and 
stay-at-home parents — to 
transport roughly 3,400 stu¬ 
dents to and from school 
each day. 

Even with administrators 
and bus mechanics filling 
in, the shortage has also re¬ 
sulted in fewer routes, more 
children waiting at each 
stop, and crowded buses. 
The district needs to hire six 
to eight more drivers, Schul¬ 
tz said. 

“We have to do double 
duty,” Schultz said. “Right 
now, I’m driving and do¬ 
ing my regular job. The 
mechanics are driving and 
doing their regular jobs — 
so, instead of having eight 
hours a day, I only get 
them for four. It’s like pulling 
a teacher out of the class¬ 
room for half a day and still 
expecting the same job to 
get done.” 

Pay starts at $19.10 an 
hour, followed by a $2-an- 
hour raise after six months, 
Schultz said, but the district 
struggles to fill open jobs. 
Schultz said he’s now con¬ 
sidering a “monthly rodeo” 
where potential drivers 
could test-drive a bus in a 
school parking lot. 

“We're just trying anything 
we can right now,” he said. 
In St. Paul, Minnesota, some 
students are arriving late to 
school because fill-in drivers 
aren’t familiar with the nor¬ 
mal routes. A school district 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan, had 
to cancel a day of school 
in February because there 
weren't enough substitute 
drivers to cover for sick driv¬ 
ers. 

And in Hawaii last year, 
a driver shortage in Maui 
forced state officials sus¬ 


pend bus rides for some 
students and limit rides 
for some others. The dis¬ 
trict offered free monthly 
bus passes on local public 
transportation. 

In Lincoln, Nebraska, some 
positions remain unfilled 
even after the local school 
district offered $1,000 sign¬ 
ing bonuses for new hires 
and a guaranteed six-hour 
day for all drivers. Officials 
also recruited an Omaha- 


based contractor to pro¬ 
vide extra drivers when 
needed to help transport 
roughly 4,000 students a 
day. The district faced a 
shortage of 32 drivers this 
year but has reduced it to 
eight, transportation direc¬ 
tor Ryan Robley said. 

Kristi Meyers, a Lincoln Pub¬ 
lic Schools bus driver for six 
years, said she loves her job 
and knows every student 
by name, but wouldn't 


have been able to stay 
without the guaranteed 
hours and retirement ben¬ 
efits offered to senior driv¬ 
ers. Meyers drives routes 
throughout the day for ele¬ 
mentary-age children and 
older youths who are in a 
job-skills training program. 
In the summer, she drives a 
bus carrying farm workers 
to make ends meet. 

“It's a good job, and these 
are great kids," she saidO 






Price per person $55,00 excl, 15% service charge & 6% government taxes 


Regular menu also available this evening | JteservaUons required | J.E, Irausqyin Boulevard 55, Eagle B-eacti 
T 4 297 522 5444 | www.mancKebocom | ikesbislio^TnarKhebocom | 


Braised Pork Cheeks 

Slowly braised pork cheeks from Bieler served with coush^ous. 
baby lettuce end mango salsa 


Salmon Ceviche 

Marinated salmon, avocado, mango, red onion, bell pepper, 
cured in Tresh squeezed lime juice 


Entree 


Cranberry Glazed Turkey Breast 

Crispy glazed turkey breast with an apple-bacon stuffing, red cabbage 
skin on mashed potatoes and rosemary gravy sauce 


Land and Sea 

5 oz, oT center cut filet Mignon with 4 black tiger shrimp, buttered 
mashed potatoes tomato confit. seasonal sleamed vegetables 
and burgundy red wme sauce 

Of 


Holiday Seafood Cretin 

Snapper, clams. mussels. shrimp and calamari pan-Tned in garlK>herb butter, 
served in a creamy champagne sauce over a bed of al dente fusilli pasta 

or 


Caribbean Sea bass 

Pan seared Caribbean seabass. soba noodles, sauteed spinach 
andDDConut red beets cDulis 


Warm Honey Carrot Walnut Cake 

Served with hazelnut ice cream 


Amuse Bouche & Sparkling Bubbles 

Smoked ham & honey pineapple salsa 

Appetizer 

Tornado Seafood Chowder 

With garlic croutons 


Christmas Ay aka 

Traditional Aruban holiday dish made of banana leaves stuffed with corn meal, 
pulled chicken, olives, plum, raisms, silver onion and cashew 


Coffee | Tea 

Available December 24 | 25 | 26 2018 


Dessert 


White chocolate Baileys mousse 
Qn a banana biscuit fresh strawberries, hazelnul ice cream 


Pistachio Cake with Marzipan Layer 
Served with vanilla ice cream 
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18YRS AND UP 10 REQUIRED 


/A 


n/HOTSPOTAfiUBA 


Ql 
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15 % 
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Italian Senate OKs budget, tweaked to satisfy EU concerns 



The protest of “Forza Italia” party's senators during the discussion 
before the vote of confidence on the budget law in the Senate 
of the Republic, in Rome, Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — After a rau¬ 
cous marathon session, the 
Italian Senate early Sunday 
approved a national bud¬ 
get law that was tweaked 
after the European Union 
objected to plans by Italy’s 
populist government to sat¬ 
isfy expensive campaign 
promises with a large defi¬ 
cit. 

The budget, which was re¬ 
vised by the government 
so the European Union 
wouldn’t trigger sanctions, 
faces a Dec. 31 deadline 
for final approval in the 
lower Chamber of Depu¬ 
ties. 

Deputy Premier Luigi Di 
Maio, who heads the eu¬ 
roskeptic 5-Star Move¬ 
ment, assured supporters 
via Facebook that funding 


in the 2019 budget would 
allow the coalition govern¬ 
ment to fulfill its pledges 
early in the year. They in¬ 
clude rolling back pension 
changes and guarantee¬ 
ing a minimum income for 


jobless or underemployed 
Italians. 

“There are things that 
should make us proud,” Di 
Maio said a few hours after 
Parliament's upper cham¬ 
ber endorsed the revised 
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budget law at 3 a.m. with 
a 167-78 vote. Three sena¬ 
tors abstained and dozens 
weren’t present for the 
vote. 

The budget also incorpo¬ 
rates the promise by Di 
Maio's fellow deputy pre¬ 
mier, Matteo Salvini of the 
“Italians First” League par¬ 
ty, to enable Italians to re¬ 
tire at younger ages. 

The government’s budget 
isn’t “based on philosophy 
or on finance, but regards 
everyday lives,” Salvini said. 
Both leaders want to keep 
supporters happy, ahead 
of European Parliament 
elections in spring 2019. 

The 5-Star Movement tri¬ 
umphed in this year's elec¬ 
tion thanks in large part to 
votes from the south, where 
unemployment among 
youth hits 50 percent. Di 


Maio promised a minimum 
income of up to 780 euros 
(nearly 900 dollars) a month 
to those who agreed to 
look for work and undergo 
job training. 

The revised budget has sig¬ 
nificantly less funding ear¬ 
marked for the guaranteed 
income and eased pension 
rules than the amount in 
the version Italy first submit¬ 
ted to Brussels. But the costs 
are sizeable enough that 
Premier Giuseppe Conte's 
government has proposed 
new revenue sources to 
cover them. 

The measures include taxes 
on higher-end, less energy 
efficient cars, on digital 
services, and on nonprofit 
groups, as well as slash¬ 
ing pensions that surpass 
100,000 euros ($114,000) a 
year.Q 


Spanish PM: Consensus 
only way to resolve 
Catalonia crisis 

By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — Spain’s prime minister said in 
an interview published Sunday that only a solution sup¬ 
ported by a large majority of Catalans and legal under 
the Spanish Constitution will resolve the crisis over wheth¬ 
er the Catalonia region should secede or remain part of 
Spain. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez told the Barcelona- 
based newspaper La Vanguardia that what “is needed 
is a wide consensus that right now doesn’t exist in Cata¬ 
lonia.” Voters in the wealthy northeastern region were 
evenly split in supporting parties for and against seces¬ 
sion when the last regional election was held a year ago. 
However, the separatist politicians who prevailed in that 
vote and the previous Catalan election insist on pursuing 
a break with the rest of Spain. 

While Catalonia's regional government wants a binding 
referendum on independence, Sanchez is urging them 
to work with counterparts who favor unity with Spain on 
drafting a new charter law for the region, one that signifi¬ 
cantly more than half of the region’s 7.4 million residents 
would support. Sanchez has not detailed what he would 
like a new charter for Catalonia to look like. 

“We have always said that we can find a solution to the 
Catalan political crisis within the Constitution,” Sanchez 
said. “But the problem is not independence, it is about 
harmonious coexistence. ”□ 
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DAILY 
EARLY BIRD 
$19. 75 

between 4PM - 7 PM 


Appetizer 

Grouper 'Butterfly' / Mozzarella salad / 
Mi so soup 
Main course 

Phad Thai / Green curry veggies / 
Chicken teriyaki / Grouper ’Dragonfly' / 
Mongolian beef 

Dessert 

Vanilla tee cream 


Opening hours: doily 4PM -1VPM - Uve music: daily 7PM - 10PM 
J.E. irausquin Blvd 370 (across from Barcel6 Resort) Arawak Garden, Palm Beach 
Tel: +297 280 0019 ■ E: dragonfly@arubawineonddine.com 
www.dragonflyaruba.com - w ww.tacebook. com / dra go nflyarubo 


Turkey masses troops near Kurdish-held Syrian town 


TOO 



Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses a meeting 
of a youth organisation founded by his elder son Bilal Erdogan 
and his friends, in Istanbul Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
ZEYNEP BILGINSOY 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Turkey is 
massing troops near a town 
in northern Syria held by a 
U.S.-backed and Kurdish- 
led force, a war monitor 
said as Turkish media re¬ 
ported Sunday new rein¬ 
forcements crossing the 
borders. 

The Turkish buildup comes 
even though Turkey said 
it would delay a promised 
offensive in eastern Syria 
in the wake of President 
Donald Trump's decision 
this week to withdraw U.S. 
troops. 

Trump tweeted on Sunday 
that he had a “long and 
productive” call with Turk¬ 
ish leader Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan in which they dis¬ 
cussed “the slow & highly 
coordinated" pullout of U.S. 
troops from the area. This is 
the two leaders’ second 
phone conversation in 10 
days. U.S. military officials 
are scrambling to come 
up with a schedule for the 
withdrawal of an estimated 
2,000 troops. 

A statement from the Turk¬ 
ish presidency said the two 
leaders agreed to coordi¬ 
nate militarily and diplo¬ 
matically to ensure the U.S. 
pullout from Syria does not 
lead to an “authority vac¬ 
uum." 

Trump's decision, an¬ 
nounced last week after a 
call with Erdogan, surprised 
his allies and own experts, 
sparking the resignation 
of two of his top aides. He 
had asked for an immedi¬ 
ate withdrawal, but experts 
convinced him that they 
needed time to work out a 
timetable. 


The Turkish IHA news agen¬ 
cy reported that a convoy 
of Turkish troops — a com¬ 
mando unit — had been 
sent into Syria overnight. 
The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said the re¬ 
inforcements were sent 
to the front line with Man- 
bij, where U.S. troops have 
been based. The Obser¬ 
vatory said 50 vehicles 
crossed into Syria — carry¬ 
ing troops and equipment. 
A Turkish military official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity in line with gov¬ 
ernment protocol, said 
the military reinforcements 
were dispatched to the ar¬ 
eas administered by Turkey 
in northern Syria, without 
elaborating. 

The spokesman for the 
Kurdish-led Manbij Military 
Council, Sharfan Darwish, 
said Turkish reinforcements 
have arrived in the area. 
“We are taking necessary 
measures to defend our¬ 
selves if we are attacked,” 
he said without elaborat¬ 
ing. 

U.S. troops based around 


Manbij patrolled the town 
and surrounding area on 
Sunday and were photo¬ 
graphed speaking with the 
residents. 

Turkey has welcomed 
Trump's decision. Ankara 
views the Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces as an 
extension of the insurgency 
within its borders. Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Er¬ 
dogan has vowed to dis¬ 
lodge the Kurdish fighters 
from along its border with 
Syria. 

The U.S. has since 2014 
partnered with the Syrian 
Kurdish militia to drive out 
the Islamic State group, 
a partnership that soured 
relations between Ankara 
and Washington. 

Allaying some of Turkey’s 
fears was a deal reached in 
June over Manbij. Accord¬ 
ing to the deal, the Kurd¬ 
ish militia would withdraw 
from Manbij and U.S. and 
Turkish troops would patrol 
the area as a new adminis¬ 
tration for the mixed Arab- 
Kurdish town is elected. 

But Ankara says the U.S. 


and the Kurds didn’t live 
up to their end of the deal 
and that it would start an 
offensive in eastern Syria 
to drive out the militia. Tur¬ 
key already has troops in 
northwestern Syria and 
has backed Syrian fighters 
there to clear towns and 
villages of IS militants and 
Kurdish fighters. 

After Trump’s decision, Er¬ 
dogan said he would delay 
the eastern Syria offensive 
and would work on plans to 
clear out IS from the region. 
Youssef Hammoud, spokes¬ 
man for the Syrian opposi¬ 
tion fighters, accused the 
Kurdish militia of reaching 
out to the Syrian govern¬ 
ment to replace U.S. troops 
if they withdraw. 

Darwish dismissed the 
claims as “untrue,” calling 
them “old accusations” 
from the rival Syrian groups. 
Also Sunday, French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
said he “deeply regrets” 


Trump’s decision to pull 
U.S. troops out of Syria and 
warned it could have dan¬ 
gerous consequences. 
Macron showered praise 
on U.S. Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis, who quit in the 
wake of Trump's unexpect¬ 
ed move. “An ally should 
be reliable, coordinate 
with other allies. Mattis un¬ 
derstood this,” Macron said 
during a trip to Chad. 
Macron said that the troop 
withdrawal endangers 
Kurdish fighters, who were 
instrumental in the U.S-led 
coalition's fight against IS 
militants. 

“We should not forget ... 
what we owe to those 
who died on the ground 
fighting terrorism,” he said, 
referring to the SDF. “The 
SDF is fighting against the 
terrorism that fomented 
attacks against Paris and 
elsewhere ... I call on every¬ 
one not to forget what they 
have done. 
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Seller arranged financing w/35& down or lease to own w/20% down 



Large Villa in ftuby: Great high end Areal 

4- bdr with pool &. lots of room to entertain, New Hutchens, attached Apartment. 
Growing area, near golf, beaches Tennis. 12,000+ sq. ft land. 

Renovate to luxury home & make if your way! 

2- steiy Commercial Building: Excellent Locationf 
Well-known in town by parking. Storefrbnt(s) Cower P Many Uses, 

Vteitole from 5 roads; Trolley turn. MG*/- sq m (4,000+ *q ft). Needs renovation 

5 - Family building; income $50k+ w/possibility to increase. 

Location, Location, Location! Large 2-bdr/2ba units. 

Hem Del Sol Villa Home! 

3- bedr 2-ba. Upper master suite w/huge balcony & distant sea views, large parcel. 
Loti of room to expand. Renovate to your taste 


Aruba (297) 569-2024 USA +1 (516) 3SQ-440Q 
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Caribbean Lobster 

SALAD 

lobster bisque 

THERHIOORTA1L 

SURF & TURF 

BROILED LOBSTER 

& MORE 


MONDAY LOBSTER NIGHT 


THECHOPHOUSE 

AT MANC HEBO 


Located at: 

M 


MANCHEBO 

■Each report & spa 

ARUBA 


Call and reserve your table now +297 582 34 44 


Saudi prince who called for reforms dies at 87 



In this Feb. 24, 2010 file photo, Saudi Prince Talal bin Abdelaziz, 
left, receives Queen Rania of Jordan during the opening 
ceremony of the Arab Open University, Jordan branch, in 
Amman, Jordan. 


Associated Press 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— Prayers were held Sun¬ 
day for Prince Talal bin Ab- 
dulaziz, a senior member of 
fhe royal family who sup¬ 
ported women’s rights and 
once led a group of dissi¬ 
dent princes, who died at 
the age of 87. 

Prince Talal was an older 
brother to King Salman and 
the father of businessman 
Prince Alwaleed bin Talal. 
He is the son of the found¬ 
er and first ruler of mod¬ 
ern Saudi Arabia, the late 
King Abdulaziz, whose sons 
have ruled since his death, 
with the throne passing 
from brother to brother. 
Prince Talal's son Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Talal an¬ 
nounced on Twitter that 
his father passed away on 
Saturday. The royal court 


also released a statement 
about his passing. 

Prince Talal served as min¬ 
ister of communications 
in the 1950s and minis¬ 
ter of finance in the early 


Associated Press 

1960s. In 1957, Prince Talal 
founded the first school for 
girls in Riyadh, according 
to the Saudi newspaper 
Arab News. The school was 
founded at a time when 


females had no access to 
formal education in the 
landlocked capital and 
schools were open to boys 
only. 

Soon after he was appoint¬ 
ed finance minister, he 
struck out and led a group 
of princes who called for 
a constitutional monarchy 
that distributes some of the 
king's powers. The royals, 
who became known as the 
Free Princes Movement, 
called for a constitution to 
govern the kingdom, rather 
than rules based solely on 
clerical interpretation of 
the Quran and other reli¬ 
gious doctrine. 

Prince Talal led the group 
from Beirut and Cairo, 
which under then Egyptian 
President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser was an adversary of 
Riyadh. The prince’s assets 


were seized by Riyadh, but 
he was not stripped of his 
nationality— a punishment 
Gulf monarchies have em¬ 
ployed against dissidents. 
After rifts emerged be¬ 
tween Prince Talal and 
Cairo, he was allowed to 
return to Saudi Arabia in 
1964 under King Faisal, who 
had deposed his brother 
King Saud that same year. 
Prince Talal served un¬ 
til 2011 as a member of 
the Allegiance Council, 
a body of senior princes 
who are meant to meet 
and choose the next king 
from among themselves. 
He’d reportedly left the 
council after questioning 
its efficacy when a senior 
prince was appointed to 
the line of succession with¬ 
out the council being fully 
consulted. □ 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 




Russia: Criminal probe opened in mine 
fire that killed 9 



In this video grab provided by RU-RTR Russian television via AP 
television, Russian rescue team wait for a elevator to go down 
into the mine potash mine in Solikamsk, the Perm region near 
the Ural Mountains, Russia, Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Rescue 
teams on Sunday found the 
bodies of nine construction 
workers who were trapped 
inside a burning potash 
mine in Russia's Ural Moun¬ 
tains, while Russian officials 
opened a criminal investi¬ 
gation of the accident. 

A fire erupted Saturday 
at the mine operated by 


fertilizer company Uralkali 
in the Perm region east of 
Moscow. Uralkali said two 
teams of workers were do¬ 
ing maintenance work in 
the mine and operations 
had been suspended while 
they labored. 

Officials said 17 construc¬ 
tion workers were in when 
the fire broke out and eight 
of them were quickly evac¬ 


uated. The blaze cut off 
access to nine other work¬ 
ers who were in a different 
section. 

Russian news agencies 
quoted the rescue opera¬ 
tion’s headquarters as say¬ 
ing the rescue was refo¬ 
cused as an effort to recov¬ 
er the men’s bodies. Seven 
bodies had been removed 
from the mine by Sunday 
evening. 

The workers were trapped 
364 meters (1,200 feet) 
underground, and it took 
several attempts before 
searchers could safely 
reach the site. Firefighters 
were unable to extinguish 
the blaze for more than 
36 hours. The Perm region 
declared Monday a day 
of mourning for the work¬ 
ers who died at the mine in 
Solikamsk, which is located 
1,200 kilometers (740 miles) 
east of Moscow. □ 
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on your check 


when using an American Express Card 


At the following Aruba Wine and Diine Restaurants & Bars: 


Salt & Pepper 

Phone: (*£97) 586 3280 
www.sa lUi n dpeppemrutia .com 

Tango 

Phone: (+297) 586-8600 
www.tangoaruba.com 

Sopranos Piano Bar 

Phone: (+297) 586-8622 

www,SOprSnDSpianObararuli0-COm 

MooMba Beach 

Phone: (+297) 586-5365 
www.moombatjeach.com 

Dragonfly 

Phone: (+297) 280 0019 
www. d ragCKntlyaruba.coin 


Hadicurari 

PHone <+297)586 2288 
www.hadicLirari.cam 

Nos Clubhuis 

Phone: (+297) 583-1188 
www. noscly bhuisaruba.corn 

Fishes & More 

Phone; (+ 297 ) 586-3659 

www. I isfte&and rndre.corri 

Caf£ the Plaza 

Phone: (+297) 583-8S26 
www.cafethcplaza.cam 

Que Pasa 

PhOrtft (+£S>7) 583-4SSS \ ffwi N E 

www.quepasaaruha.com jjlTlDINE 


DQil FREES 


Check out the Aruba Wine and Dine Members at; www.arubawineanddirbe.com 


Cuban assembly approves draft of new constitution 



Cuba's former President Raul Castro, center, votes during 
a session to debate the draft of a new Constitution, at the 
Convention Palace in Havana, Cuba, Friday, Dec. 21, 2018. 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Cuba’s 
National Assembly on Sat¬ 
urday approved an up¬ 
date of the country's con¬ 
stitution, the final step be¬ 
fore a national referendum 
expected to approve the 
new charter in February. 
The new constitution con¬ 
tains more continuity than 
change, although it rec¬ 
ognizes the de-facto mod¬ 
ernization of Cuban soci¬ 
ety over the last decade. 
The constitution main¬ 
tains Cuba as a centrally 
planned economy ruled 
by a single Communist Par¬ 
ty, but recognizes private 
property for the first time 
and paves the way for a 
separate referendum on 
legalizing gay marriage. 

It also creates the role of 
prime minister alongside 
the current president, as 
well as provincial gover¬ 
nors. 


Legalizing private property 
is a formal recognition of 
significant change in Cu¬ 
ban society since former 
President Raul Castro per¬ 
mitted home and auto 
sales, creating a booming 
real-estate market, and al¬ 
lowed more than half a mil¬ 
lion Cubans have permits 
to work as entrepreneurs. 
Hundreds of thousands 
more work full or part-time 


in the private sector with¬ 
out licenses. 

The new constitution also 
recognizes worker-owned 
cooperatives for the first 
time as a legal form of pro¬ 
duction in every sector of 
the economy, while main¬ 
taining Cuba’s largely inef¬ 
ficient and stagnant state- 
run industries as the central 
means of production. 
Closing the National As¬ 


sembly, President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel said the island’s 
economic challenges — in¬ 
cluding a weak 1.2 percent 
2018 growth rate, and simi¬ 
lar growth expected next 
year — required the ac¬ 
ceptance of private busi¬ 
ness, joint public-private 
ventures and coops work¬ 
ing together. He promised 
to fight widespread public- 
sector embezzlement and 
corruption that makes it vir¬ 
tually impossible to get any¬ 
thing done in Cuba without 
a series of small bribes. 
“We’ve called a battle, 
and we'll wage it, an ethi¬ 
cal battle against corrup¬ 
tion, illegality ... and social 
indiscipline," he said. 

The president also prom¬ 
ised a more responsive 
government, part of an 
initiative that has seen al¬ 
most all Cuba’s head of 
ministries start social-media 
accounts for the first time, 
some of which take ques¬ 
tions from citizens. 


“There are a lot of ques¬ 
tions to pay attention and 
respond to,” Diaz-Canel 
said. “We’ll give responses 
to all of them as soon as it's 
possible, and those that we 
don't’ have an answer to 
for the moment, we’ll never 
stop searching.” 

He did not mention Cuba's 
unique two-currency sys¬ 
tem, which creates inef¬ 
ficiencies and distortions 
that are seen as one of the 
island’s most serious eco¬ 
nomic problems. Castro 
called monetary unifica¬ 
tion an urgent priority be¬ 
fore stepping down in April, 
but the issue has barely 
been mentioned since Di¬ 
az-Canel took over. 

The degree to which the 
new constitution will actu¬ 
ally spur change is expect¬ 
ed to be seen only after 
the National Assembly ap¬ 
proves a raft of changes to 
the civil and penal codes 
and electoral laws next 
yearO 
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EVERYDAY FRESH CATCH 
NO SERVICE CHARGE 


OUR SPECIALS NIGHTS 

MONDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT FAJITAS $22.50 
TUESDAY: SCHNITZEL NIGHT $21.50 
WEDNESDAY: GROUPER NIGHT $23.50 
THURSDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ RIBS $23.50 
FRIDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT BBQ NIGHT $23.50 
SATURDAY: ALL YOU CAN EAT STEAK NIGHT $25.50 




RESERVATIONS CALL: +297 586 5420 WWW.BARNEYSARUBA.COM PALM BEACH 21 A NOORD 
EMAIL: EAT@BARNEYSARUBA.COM, ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS 
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Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 


LUNCH SPECIALS 


starting 
at $15 


BREAKFAST 

Breakfast Platters from $12 
Coffee or tea included, 
served from 8 till 12 noon 


Arawak Garden, Palm Beach, across from High Rise Hotels - Tel. 586 32 80 


2 EARLY birds served I IIIr li I I 0 I P 

from 4 pm tiff 630 pm [lit MUulu 


EARLY BIRD #1 $19. 50 

a glass of Sangria with 
3 Tapas of your choice 

EARLY BIRD #2 $49. 9 * 

a pitcher of Sangria with 
6 Tapas of your choice 

FOR TWO 


ON THE TERRACE 


Dally 

Happy 

Hour 

4 - 6pm 


www.saltandpepperaruba.com PI O 


Tsunami hits without warning in Indonesia, killing over 220 





Debris littered a property badly damaged by a tsunami in Carita, Indonesia, Sunday, Dec. 23, 


By NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
CARITA BEACH, Indonesia 
(AP) — The deadly tsunami 
struck in the dark, without 
warning. 

At least 222 people were 
killed as waves smashed 
into houses, hotels and oth¬ 
er beachside buildings Sat¬ 
urday night along Indone¬ 
sia's Sunda Strait, in a disas¬ 
ter that followed an erup¬ 
tion and possible landslide 
on Anak Krakatau, one of 
the world’s most infamous 
volcanic islands. 

More than 800 others were 
injured and dozens were 
reported missing after the 
tsunami hit coastal areas 
along western Java and 
southern Sumatra islands 
at 9:27 p.m. Saturday amid 
a Christmas holiday week¬ 
end, the Disaster Manage¬ 
ment Agency said. The 
death toll could increase 
once authorities hear from 
all stricken areas. 

It was the second deadly 
tsunami to hit Indonesia this 
year, but the one that killed 
more than 2,500 people on 
the island of Sulawesi on 
Sept. 28 was accompanied 
by a powerful earthquake 
that gave residents a brief 
warning before the waves 
struck. 

On Saturday night, the 
ground did not shake be¬ 
forehand to alert people 
to the oncoming wave that 
ripped buildings from their 
foundations in seconds 
and swept terrified con- 
certgoers on a popular re¬ 
sort beach into the sea. 

Azki Kurniawan, 16, said 
his first warning about the 
tsunami was when people 
burst into the lobby of the 
Patra Comfort Hotel shout¬ 


2018. 

ing, “Sea water rising!" 
Kurniawan, who was un¬ 
dergoing vocational train¬ 
ing with a group of 30 other 
students, said he was con¬ 
fused because he had not 
felt a big earthquake. He 
said he ran to the parking 
lot to try to reach his motor¬ 
bike but discovered it was 
already flooded. 

“Suddenly, a 1-meter (3.3- 
foot) wave hit me,” he said, 
his eyes red and swollen 
from crying. “I was thrown 
into the fence of a build¬ 
ing about 30 meters (100 
feet) from the beach and 
held onto the fence as 
strong as I could, trying to 
resist the water, which felt 
like it would drag me back 
into the sea. I cried in fear 
... ‘This is a tsunami?' I was 
afraid I would die.” 
Dramatic video posted on 
social media showed the 
Indonesian pop band Sev¬ 
enteen performing under 


a tent on popular Tanjung 
Lesung beach at a concert 
for employees of a state- 
owned electricity compa¬ 
ny. Dozens of people sat at 
tables while others swayed 
to the music near the stage 
as strobe lights flashed 
and theatrical smoke was 
released. A child could 
also be seen wandering 
through the crowd. 
Seconds later, with the 
drummer pounding just as 
the next song was about 
to begin, the stage sud¬ 
denly heaved forward and 
buckled under the force of 
the water, tossing the band 
and its equipment into the 
audience. 

The group released a state¬ 
ment saying their bass play¬ 
er, guitarist and road man¬ 
ager were killed, while two 
other band members and 
the wife of one of the per¬ 
formers were missing. 

“The tide rose to the sur- 


Associated Press 

face and dragged all the 
people on site,” the state¬ 
ment said. “Unfortunately, 
when the current receded, 
our members were unable 
to save themselves while 
some did not find a place 
to hold on.” 

Disaster agency spokes¬ 
man Sutopo Purwo Nu- 
groho said 222 deaths had 
been confirmed and at 
least 843 people were in¬ 
jured. 

The worst-affected area 
was the Pandeglang re¬ 
gion of Java’s Banten prov¬ 
ince, which encompasses 
Ujung Kulon National Park 
and popular beaches, the 
agency said. 

Indonesian President 

Joko “Jokowi" Widodo 
expressed his sympathy 
and ordered government 
agencies to respond quick¬ 
ly to the disaster. 

“My deep condolences to 
the victims in Banten and 


Lumpung provinces,” he 
said. “Hopefully, those who 
are left have patience.” 
Trump tweeted support for 
Indonesia: “We are praying 
for recovery and healing. 
America is with you!” 

In the city of Bandar Lam- 
pung on Sumatra, hundreds 
of residents took refuge at 
the governor's office, while 
at the popular resort area 
of Anyer beach on Java, 
some survivors wandered in 
the debris. 

Tourists who were enjoying 
the long holiday weekend 
ahead of Christmas were 
also affected. 

“I had to run, as the wave 
passed the beach and 
landed 15-20m (meters, 
or 50-65 feet) inland,” said 
Norwegian Oystein Lund 
Andersen, in a Facebook 
post. The self-described 
photographer and volcano 
enthusiast said he was tak¬ 
ing pictures of the volcano 
when he suddenly saw the 
water racing toward him. 
He and his family fled safely 
to higher ground. 

The damage became ap¬ 
parent after daybreak 
Sunday. Nine hotels and 
hundreds of homes were 
heavily damaged by the 
waves. Broken chunks of 
concrete and splintered 
sticks of wood littered hard- 
hit coastal areas, turning 
beach getaways popular 
with Jakarta residents into 
near ghost towns. Vehicles 
were tossed into the rubble 
or were buried under col¬ 
lapsed roofs. Debris from 
thatch-bamboo shacks 
was strewn along beaches. 
Yellow, orange and black 
body bags were laid out, 
and weeping relatives 
identified the dead. □ 
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Grateful 

Bee likes to see 'her guests', they often step into 
her office to folk and connect. "Just for a chat, a 
smite, a hello. It's that special family ombiance we 
have here," Through all those years Bee has been 
working at Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare 
she knows most of the faces and the names of the 
guests and she just loves that, "Casa del Mar is not 
my first job,. I worked at bigger hotels, but 1 like the 
intimacy and personal touch here, I am grateful for 
my jab, this is my income and important to me and 
my family, Therefore I appreciate our guests a lot as 
without them I would not be able to do this."G 


EAGLE BEACH — Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare offers you paradise: an 
oceanfront location on the white sandy Eagle Beach, the amazing blue-green col¬ 
ored Caribbean ocean, wonderful luxury oceanfront or poolside timesharing suites 
and a world of amenities like a spa, restaurants, a pool and a gym. Often it is said 
that a company is only as extraordinary as their people and in Ihe case of Casa del 
Mar Beach Resort 8. Timeshare this is so true, One of the long-term employees who 
loves to work with the guests is Mario Beatrix Schwengle-Geerman better known os 
Bee or Sea. 


Bee is the Membership and Reservations Coordinator, working already 26 years for 
the resort, "I remember my first working day, it was September 7th in 1 992 .1 started 
as a telephone operator, after I become a front desk cashier, than I moved to the 
accounting department and I also did the concierge services which I Siked very 
much due to the fact that I got to work with a lot of guests. Currently lam taking 
care of room reservations." 


Casa del Mar would like to welcome 
you to their family of owners with suits 
available for sale or rental year round. 


What's In A Day 

Bee explains that Monday, but also 
Friday, are the busiest days. "My days 
start with checking the list of the guests 
that checked in and also the no shows. 
I do that with the front desk and we 
go through the check ins of the day 
as well. Our resort is a time share resort 
running from Saturday to Saturday, Ev¬ 
ery day we do have rentals coming in, 
booked online through Booking.com 
or the resort link. For that I hove to pre¬ 
pore everything,” Bee prints out a daily 
guest list ond reviews the room bills and 
the authorizations. Besides that there 
might be room changes that need a 
follow up. "This time of fhe year until 
March-April is the busiest period within 
the resort, I love It as time flies and there 
is an energetic buzz going around," 


Juan E, Irausquin Boulevard 5t 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
T + 297 582 7000 
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ARTS 

AND CRAFTS 

BY LOCAL 

DESIGNERS 

iVlMliuysS 4:30pm till 6:30pm at Bucuti & Tara Beach Hotel 
Til^Sllnys & Tijil/^duyi: 6pm till 9pm Marriott Stellaris Hotel 

7pm till 10pm Seaport Market Place 

FOUNDATION A.®,U.B.A 

ARTISANS RECOGNIZED & UNITED BY ' RUBA 


Feeling Sick during vacation? Feeling Sick during vacation? 

At Your Service: Experienced Doctor & Pharmacy under one Roof 



PALM BEACH — Feeling sick is a misera¬ 
ble thing during vacation. This is the time 
of the year you should enjoy and relax, 
so staying in a hotel room bed with a sun¬ 
stroke, skin allergy, ear infection or intesti¬ 
nal problems can be a bummer. The best 
thing to do is to recover as soon as pos¬ 
sible, and Dr. Lili Beke of the Aruba Walk-in 
Clinic, together with Palm Beach Service 
Pharmacy are a one-stop-shopping solu¬ 
tion. 

A Walk-In Clinic to Walk To 

First of all she is calm, kind and understand¬ 
ing. Personal touch is her trade mark and 
with more than 35 years of experience as 
a medical doctor she knows what’s going 
on. Doctor Beke is located in Palm Beach, 
at the door steps of the hotel area and 
her clinic is appropriately named the Aru¬ 
ba Walk-In Clinic. “I'd like to put myself in 
the shoes of the visitor. Being in a strange 
place, sometimes far from family or even 
alone and feeling sick. You can feel lost 


QQOQicana 

ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 

Limited Holiday weeks availability 
at Tropicana Aruba Resort 
Shared Ownership available during Christmas and 
New Years, all in 1,2 and 3 Bedroom Suites, 
ail affordably priced. 



Contact us today at +297 7317195, +297 6411175 or email us at hdekoning@troparuba.com. 
or stop by our vacation gallery. Don't miss out on this unique opportunity. 




and disorientated. I can understand that and try to give 
them comprehension and a welcome feeling while ex¬ 
amining them. So they leave with a smile, even if they feel 
a bit sick.” The doctor speaks seven languages: English, 
Dutch, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Papiamen- 
to, meaning she can attend to almost any tourist from all 
over the world. “You can come in without an appoint¬ 
ment and we have an emergency number that works 
24/7, if necessary I will visit the patient where he/she is 
staying. We attend patients every day!” Her philosophy is 
as follows: As long as you enjoy what you are doing and 
like to help people, this profession is very rewarding.” It 
sounds like the perfect place to heal. 

Pharmacy & Drug Store with a Recipe for Success 

Two quality parties that work together can only be a 
good thing. After you pick up your prescription at Dr. 
Beke's practice, you can go to the Pharmacy, right next 
door. The collaboration between these two results in a 
quick, efficient and quality service. It’s just what you need 
when you feel the only thing you want is healing. Lennert 
van der Poel, general manager of the Pharmacy, which 
is part of a Group of 5 pharmacies, points out that con¬ 
venience is not their only unique asset. “We carry a wide 
variety of medicines from the US, but most of the medi¬ 
cines come from the EU. The prices in the EU are consid¬ 
erately lower than in the U.S." All medicine are European 
registered with the same standard as U.S. products. “The 
law in the States allows visitors to get medicines here for 
the use of six months and many repeated guests or time 
share owners do so. This saves them a lot of money. It 
is however mandatory to have a prescription from a lo¬ 
cal doctor”, says van der Poel. Most common medicines 
requested by visitors are antibiotic, pain killers and anti¬ 
allergy medications. 

Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful va¬ 
cation of your life on our Happy Island. But .... In case 
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn 
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured! □ 

Palm Beach Service Pharmacy Aruba Walk-in Clinic 
T:+297 587 1717 T:+297 588 539 

www.boticadiservicio.com or +297 594 0539 

info@boticadiservicio.com lgbeke.md@gmail.com 

Unit 8 at “The Cove” Unit 9 at “The Cove” 

Palm Beach Palm Beach 
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CASINO AND SHOPS . 


WIN A SHARE OF UP TO $2,019 
IN FREE SLOT PLAY! 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 110AM TO MIDNIGHT 

Earn 25 slot points or 4 table credits ond swipe at any kioslt to ploy. 
Win $25 to $219 in Free Slot Play. Play up fo five times! 

COMPLIMENTARY BEADS, PARTY FAVORS 
AND A MIDNIGHT CHAMPAGNE TOAST 

Sqs Player's Club lor derails. 




SLOT TOURNAMENT 
BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Ploy in our FREE 
slot tournament and 
win a share of $777 
in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and 
increases $25 each week until won. 

Rcgb!? nlmii rim h d £■■71 kc G’jh for Holt-'j 
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THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering 0 wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 




Bohemian will be filled with 
lights, good food and live 
music in an intimate, hip 
and offbeat ambiance. 
Catchy Rumba Gitana and 
dramatic Spanish ballads 
combine with the passion¬ 
ately prepared dishes to 
tickle your taste buds to the 
max. Bohemian Restaurant 
is located on the corner of 


Barcelo Resort in the center 
of the hi-rise frenzy. 

Free Parking available at 
the parking lot in front of 
Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations 
through their website: 
h tt ps://bo hernia naruba. 
com. Call them at 00 297 
280 8448. Facebook: Bohe¬ 
mian. □ 


Bohemian Restaurant: Check In Please 


PALM BEACH — Avant- the new kid in town is about 
garde from France, non- and WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
conformist in style and eth- they even top the eclec- 
nic in cuisine. That is what tic vibe with live Flamenco 


singer Angela Baidez. Bo¬ 
hemian Restaurant is a dif¬ 
ferent swing, European flair 
and outside dining, a place 
from the same owner as the 
for years already successful 
Casa Tua restaurants. They 
know their dance well, but 
this time they lift it to a dif¬ 
ferent level. 

From 8 PM on Wednesday 
Spanish Paella and much 
more is on the menu, of 
course with pairing wines. 
The beautiful garden of 
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RESORT OWNERSHIP AT ARUBA FINEST 
TIMESHARE RESORT 

Playa Undo Beach Resort Sales Office Mon - Fri (Sam - 4pmj 
salesljjpbyaliikia.comarcall ft 297) 5R6-I00 


»YEARS 
YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is. Send your picture with that text 

(including your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. 

Isn’t that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 


companies to use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website 
and Facebook page! Thank you for 
supporting our free newspaper, we strive 
to make you a happy reader every day 
again. 

For today’s newspaper we received a 
great picture from St Angelo Family. They 
wrote: “Aruba to Us is home away from 
home. We are from Maryland and we have 
been coming to Aruba since 1982. Our 
family comes for Christmas every year. We 
love that the same employees & families 



'nos orguyo,.'\ Aruba's pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


♦ DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Ta ent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 




Aruba Has Talent & 


Noche Latina 


Every night at 

7:30pm 3:30pm 9:30pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 




Circus Night 


□quid Firework Show 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday Warn to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to Wpm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfUJ5/$ 1.00 per hour 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
jT + Irausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


13 ® YoufUB 

#paseoherGncia 



are here every year. We correspond with them over the 
year and it's like a family reunion when we arrive. People 
who try Christmas in Aruba comes back year after year. 
It’s a beautiful place to spend special time with family”0 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to 
create your next ‘vacation memories', morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com 



The Aruban Ayaca (Hallaca) 



It’s our tradition to make ‘ayaca’ as part of the Holiday celebration. The ayaca is a Venezu¬ 
elan dish that moved into our island of Aruba. The word hallaca evolved from the indigenous 
Guarani Language meaning “to mix or blend’’. We get together as family at a big table in 
our kitchen, listen to Gaita music when we all as family make the ayaca. It consists of corn 
dough stuffed with stew chicken, meat or pork, olives, onions, raisins, green/red pepper, 
almonds and other ingredient depends on the family tradition. In our family we come to¬ 
gether the 24th in the evening and will eat together as family with our neighbors and friends. 
This year our oldest son Siegal came home from Holland for the holidays and brought his 
Dutch girlfriend Iris. This is a picture of the ayaca’s we made as family two days ago and the 
ayaca’s can be seen left down in the picture. 


Traditional house at Babijn 



The Dutch architecture can be seen all over our island. Since 1634 you can trace back the 
Dutch architecture influence on our island and this is visible in this house design. Located at 
Babijn on the road to the Natural Bridge. 


Boca Grandi Beach 



This beach is superb for kite surfing and if you have a chance to 
visit it on Sundays you will see a colorful sky full of kite surfers. The 
wind and angle of this beach is just perfect for this kind of sports. 
Kite surfing is a kind of a community/buddy sport and is for sure a 
good chance to learn a new water sport. Boca Grandi is on your left 
when you are in front of the red anchor on your way to Baby Beach. 

2 tips for creating a romantic feel 
in your vacation pictures 



As a photographer I always strive to have a feeling in the pictures 
I take. So when someone sees a picture you can ask them, “How 
do you feel looking at the picture” and not “what do you see in the 
picture”!! You can do this too for your own vacation pictures. First 
use the hands to touch the other in a very soft manner. Secondly 
position yourself not seeing at the camera and look at each other. 
This picture is from a photo shoot I did last week with the amazing 
couple Brian and Jennifer. 
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SPORTS 


Scandal and 
justice: 
#MeToo 
reached the 
sports world 
in 2018 

By WILL GRAVES, AP Sports 
Writer 

One by one they came for¬ 
ward, more than 150 in all. 
Fearful yet defiant. Vulner¬ 
able but resolute, buoyed 
by the hope of catharsis 
and the promise of justice. 
Standing in a Michigan 
courtroom last January, 
women and girls sexu¬ 
ally abused by Larry Nas- 
sar confronted the former 
Michigan State University 
and USA Gymnastics doc¬ 
tor, and over seven drain¬ 
ing days detailed the dev¬ 
astating effect the moles¬ 
tation had on their lives. 
The #MeToo movement 
reached the sports world 
in 2018 with a scandal that 
reverberated not just in 
locker rooms and gyms but 
in courthouses, in board- 
rooms and at kitchen ta¬ 
bles. The sight of women 
being not just heard but 
believed — combined with 
other breakthroughs for fe¬ 
male athletes in the fight 
for fair treatment — creat¬ 
ed a sense of real momen¬ 
tum in sports over the past 
year. 

Female athletes “are tak¬ 
ing control, and that’s 
what it’s all about,” tennis 
star Serena Williams said. 
“Taking control of who you 
are.” 

While 2017 brought the 
downfall of TV personali¬ 
ties Matt Lauer and Char¬ 
lie Rose and Flollywood 
mogul Flarvey Weinstein, a 
scandal in the sports world 
that had been brewing 
for a few years blew up in 
2018 into shocking front¬ 
page news. 
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You can own your own slice of 
Paradise at Casa del Mar 

One bedroom units selling now at 
pre-renovation prices, starting as low as $1,800 *»- „ t 

lil^SFT'U.rm.L nX frftf 


Alex Len, Vince Carter lift Hawks over Pistons 98-95 



Atlanta Hawks guard Jeremy Lin, right, defends against a shot by 
Detroit Pistons forward Stanley Johnson, left, during the first half 
on an NBA basketball game Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


DETROIT (AP) — Alex Len 
had 15 points and a sea- 
son-high 17 rebounds, 
Vince Carter had a sea- 
son-best 18 points, and the 
Atlanta Hawks held off the 
Detroit Pistons 98-95 on Sun¬ 
day. 

The Hawks won their third 
straight and improved 
to 9-23. Kent Bazemore 
scored 13 points, and Trae 
Young had 12. 

Detroit has lost nine of 11. 
Langston Galloway led the 
Pistons with 18, and Andre 
Drummond had 13 points 
and 15 rebounds. 

Detroit’s Blake Griffin 
missed two free throws with 
23 seconds left to keep At¬ 
lanta ahead 92-91. 

Jeremy Lin hit two foul shots 
to stretch the lead, Reggie 
Jackson dunked for the Pis¬ 
tons, and Lin hit two more 
free throws to make it 96- 


93. Galloway missed a la¬ 
yup, and the Hawks locked 
it up from the line. 

Carter had 14 points in the 
first half while Atlanta led 
by as many as 17. A late 
3-pointer by Griffin helped 
the Pistons to narrow the 
margin to 57-43 at the 
break. Atlanta outshot De¬ 
troit 51.3 percent to 43.9 
percent and got 13 points 
off 11 turnovers. 

The Pistons got within nine 
early in the third, but back- 


Like us on 
Facebook 



facebook.com /aaibaloday/ 


to-back tip-ins by Len kept 
the Hawks comfortably 
ahead. 

Galloway hit back-to-back 
3-pointers to pull the Pistons 
within 83-75 with 8:55 to 
play. He was the only Pis¬ 
ton to score in the first 6:16 
of the quarter, but his 14 
points narrowed the gap 
to 85-80. 

Zaza Pachulia's tip made 
it 88-85 with 3:17 left, and 
two free throws by Griffin 


got the Pistons within one. 
Carter answered with a 
fall-away basket, but Gal¬ 
loway scored over Len to 
make it 90-89. After misses 
on both ends, Lin’s reverse 
layup put the Hawks up 
three with 1:22 to play. 
Jackson’s free throws cut 
the lead to 92-91 and Pa- 
chulia stole the ball from 
Lin, but Griffin couldn’t hit 
the ensuing shots from the 
line. 


TIP-INS 

Hawks: The Hawks had lost 
six of eight to Detroit but 
posted their first victory at 
Little Caesars Arena. 
Pistons: Detroit is third in the 
NBA in offensive rebounds, 
mostly thanks to Drum¬ 
mond, but only had five 
to Atlanta's 15 on Sunday. 
... Luke Kennard started at 
small forward but sat out 
the second half with both 
knees wrapped in ice.Q 



CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFO@>GOLQCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +297-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.COLDCOASTARU&ACOM 
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Rodgers leads Packers to wild 44-38 overtime win over Jets 



Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) is tackled 
by New York Jets strong safety Jamal Adams (33) during the 
second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018, in 
East Rutherford, N.J. 


By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Pro Football Writer 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 

— Aaron Rodgers threw a 
16-yard touchdown pass to 
Davante Adams with 6:23 
left in overtime, leading 
the Green Bay Packers to a 
wild 44-38 victory over the 
New York Jets on Sunday. 
The victory was the Pack¬ 
ers' first on the road this 
season — snapping a nine- 
game skid away from Lam- 
beau Field dating to last 
season — and it prevented 
them from becoming fhe 
first Green Bay squad since 
1958 to go an entire season 
without a win away from 
home. 

And fhis one was all on 
Rodgers, who was mas¬ 
terful in fhe fourth quarter 
and the overtime period 
for the Packers (6-8-1). He 
threw for 442 yards and two 
touchdowns, and also ran 
for two scores. 

The loss for the Jets (4-11) 
overshadowed a dazzling 
performance by rookie 
quarterback Sam Darnold, 
who threw for a career- 
high 341 yards wifh three 
touchdowns — but never 
got a chance with the ball 


in overtime. It was likely 
the final home game for 
coach Todd Bowles, who 
is expected to be fired af¬ 
ter next week's game at 
New England. The Jets 


Associated Press 

were done in by penalties, 
getting called for a whop¬ 
ping 16 that cost them 172 
yards. Bowles was critical of 
the officiating crew, saying 
some of the calls against 


New York shouldn't have 
happened. After the Pack¬ 
ers won the OT toss and 
elected to receive, Rodg¬ 
ers took over — as he has 
so many times throughout 
his career. On third-and-10 
from the Packers' 40, Rodg¬ 
ers got hit as he was throw¬ 
ing and his pass to Marquez 
Valdes-Scantling hung in 
the air and fell incomplete 
— but Trumaine Johnson 
was called for pass inter¬ 
ference, putting the ball at 
the Jets’ 27. Moments later, 
a pass interference call 
on Buster Skrine gave the 
Packers the ball at the 6. 
Rodgers ran it in — but right 
tackle Bryan Bulaga was 
called for holding. On the 
next play, Rodgers found 
Adams in the back of the 
end zone for the victory. 
That all came after Rodg¬ 
ers went over a pile and 
reached past the goal 
line for a go-ahead 1-yard 
touchdown with 1:13 left 
in regulation, giving Green 
Bay its first lead of the 
game. Rodgers then ran it 
in for fhe 2-point conver¬ 
sion to make it 38-35, finish¬ 
ing off a terrific drive during 
that included a 23-yard run 
to get the ball to the 1. 
Andre Roberts, selected 
to his first Pro Bowl earlier 
in the week, returned the 
ensuing kickoff 51 yards fo 
put the Jets in good shape. 
Darnold completed passes 
of 9 and 14 yards to get the 
Jets to the Green Bay 15. 
But three straight passes fell 
incomplete and New York 
settled for a tying 33-yard 
field goal by Jason Myers 
with 17 seconds left in regu¬ 
lation. 

Rodgers took a knee, send¬ 
ing it to overtime. 

Darnold was 24 of 35 pass¬ 
ing with TDs to Robby An¬ 
derson, Chris Herndon and 
Elijah McGuire, who also 
ran for a score. 

With the Jets leading by 
one, Darnold marched 
New York down the field 
on ifs first possession of fhe 
second half to stretch the 
lead to 28-20 on a 5-yard 
TD pass to a wide-open 
Herndon with 4:21 remain¬ 
ing in the third quarter. 

New York’s special teams 
unit then came up big 
when Anthony Wint — 
just promoted from the 


practice squad — forced 
J'Mon Moore to fumble 
and Rashard Robinson re¬ 
covered for the Jets at the 
Packers’ 18. Three plays 
later, Darnold tossed a 
short pass to McGuire, who 
took off to the outside and 
scampered down the side¬ 
line into the end zone for 
a 20-yard touchdown that 
made it 35-20 with 3:50 left 
in the third quarter. 

Mason Crosby’s 38-yard 
field goal cut the Packers' 
deficit to 12 with 11:45 re¬ 
maining in the game. 
Rodgers' 1-yard run with 
6:32 left made it 35-30, 
capping a drive that was 
helped by consecutive 
pass interference penalties 
on Skrine and Jamal Ad¬ 
ams to get the ball down 
to the 1. 

SPECIAL SPECIAL TEAMS 

Roberts returned a kickoff 
99 yards for a score lafe 
in fhe first half, fhe second 
of his career, fo highlight a 
solid outing by New York's 
special teams unit. 

Rontez Miles took a direct 
snap on a punt on fourth- 
and-1 from the Jets’ 31 in 
the fourth quarter and ran 
up the middle for 4 yards 
and a first down. Wint also 
had the forced fumble ear¬ 
lier in the game. 

The one hiccup came on 
the opening drive of the 
game, when Jason My¬ 
ers — picked for his first Pro 
Bowl — was wide left on a 
45-yard attempt. 

LEO LOSES COOL 
During a 14-yard recep¬ 
tion by Equanimeous St. 
Brown late in the first half, 
Bulaga and Jets defensive 
end Leonard Williams gof 
info a shoving match — 
and Williams was ejected 
for throwing a punch. That 
gave the Packers the ball 
at the Jets’ 7. 

Jamaal Williams took the 
ensuing handoff, cut down 
the left sideline and was 
hit by Jamal Adams. But 
he stayed in bounds and 
stretched his body — and 
the ball — over the goal 
line for a TD that made it 
21-14 with 1:33 left. 

INJURIES 

Packers: LG Lane Taylor 
hurt a knee in the first quar¬ 
ter. ... CB Jaire Alexander 
injured his groin in the first 
half and didn’t return. □ 
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Blue Jackets blank Devils for 4th straight win 



Columbus Blue Jackets’ Cam Atkinson (13) celebrates scoring 
a goal with Blue Jackets’ Artemi Panarin against the New Jersey 
Devils during the first period of an NHL hockey game Sunday, 


Dec. 23, 2018, in Newark, N.J. 

By MATT SUGAM 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — When 
Taylor Hall was asked in the 
offseason who is fhe tough¬ 
est goalie to play against, 
he’d say Sergei Bobrovsky. 
Maybe he’s just that for the 
Devils, or maybe he actu¬ 
ally is. This season, it's been 
a combination of both. 
Bobrovsky made 39 saves, 
Artemi Panarin had a goal 
and an assist, and the Co¬ 
lumbus Blue Jackets beat 
the New Jersey Devils 3-0 
on Sunday for their fourth 
consecutive victory. 

It was the second shutout 
of the season for Bobrosky, 
the 26th of his career and 
third against the Devils. 

“I don’t know if it's just like 
us he plays like that.” Hall 
said. 

“You have to have per¬ 
fect shots and it doesn't 
seem like any goal is ever 
his fault. He’s either getting 
screened or a backdoor 
tap or whatever. Like you 
said, we had some really 


Associated Press 

good chances. Sustained 
pressure, second chances, 
chances in tight. I don't 
know what there is to do 
other than that.” 

Cam Atkinson and Oliver 
Bjorkstrand added first- 
period goals for the Blue 
Jackets, who trail first-place 
Washington by two points 
in the Metropolitan Division 
going into the league's hol¬ 
iday break. 

“It's always good to get 
the first one, especially in 
the away barn," Atkinson 
said. “We knew we’d see 
their best and to feel good 
right away, it's good for us. 
We can enjoy this and get 
a little bit of a rest here and 
be ready for the Rangers.” 
Atkinson opened the scor¬ 
ing at 4:03 of the first period 
on the Blue Jackets’ first 
shot of the game when he 
took a pass from Panarin 
and sent it past Devils goal¬ 
ie Keith Kinkaid for his 23rd 
goal of the season. 
Bjorkstrand made it 2-0 just 
1:28 later when he con¬ 


verted a pass from Alexan¬ 
der Wennberg for his fourth 
goal of the season. 

Kinkaid gave up a fast- 
break goal by Panarin to 
put the Blue Jackets up 3-0 
midway through the sec¬ 
ond period. 

Panarin stole the puck from 
Taylor Hall in the neutral 
zone, and the goal got 
Kinkaid (eight saves) pulled 
for Mackenzie Blackwood. 
The Devils had a two-man 


advantage late in the sec¬ 
ond period but were un¬ 
able to score. 

Their victory win Friday — 
which included a five-goal 
outburst — was just their 
fourth in their last 17 games. 
Blackwood had nine saves 
in a period and a half of 
play on Sunday. 

“He played well the first 
game and he came in and 
he played pretty well and 
he’s going to get some seri¬ 


ous looks here after break,” 
Devils coach John Hynes 
said. 

NOTES: The Blue Jackets 
also beat the Devils last 
Thursday in Columbus. ... 
The Devils wore their heri¬ 
tage jerseys. ... Stefan No- 
esen, Egor Yakovlev and 
Mirco Mueller were scratch¬ 
es for the Devils while Sonny 
Milano, Dean Kukan and 
Lukas Sedlak were scratch¬ 
es for the Blue Jackets. □ 
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Nassar was sentenced to 
40 to 175 years in prison in 
a case that has had wide¬ 
spread and devastating 
fallout. Michigan State 
agreed to settle victims’ 
lawsuits for $500 million. 
The university president lost 
her job and was charged 
with lying to police. Others 
at the school or at gym¬ 
nastics’ national govern¬ 
ing body, USA Gymnastics, 
also face charges. And the 
future of the organization is 
in limbo. 

Jordyn Wieber, a member 
of the gold-medal 2012 
Olympic gymnastics team, 
planned to detail her al¬ 
legations against Nassar 
quietly in a lawsuit. Yet as 
she watched other vic¬ 
tims share the most difficult 
memories of their lives in 
open court, with their tor¬ 
mentor 20 feet away and 
a TV camera broadcasting 
it to the world, Wieber de¬ 
cided to testify, too. 

“I saw this effect and this 
power we as Olympians 
had by using our voice,” 
the 23-year-old Wieber told 
The Associated Press. “I 
felt really responsible to do 
that. If I could do one small 
thing in the world of gym¬ 
nastics, the world of sports, 
this was it. I knew it wasn’t 
going to be easy, but I felt 
like it was worth it.” 

The young women also 


played a role in trying to 
hold USA Gymnastics and 
other organizations ac¬ 
countable for the way 
Nassar’s abuse went un¬ 
checked for decades. 
When USA Gymnastics 
continued to use the Kar- 
olyi Ranch training center 
in Texas even after vic¬ 
tims told of how they were 
abused by Nassar there, 
reigning Olympic cham¬ 
pion and Nassar victim Sim¬ 
one Biles went on Twitter to 
ask why. The organization 
announced almost imme¬ 
diately it was leaving the 
facility. 

Biles took then-USA Gym¬ 
nastics president Kerry 
Perry to task in August for 
not speaking up to outline 
a way forward for the em¬ 
battled organization. Perry 
resigned less than a month 
later. 

“The fact Simone is able 
to effect the amount of 
change she’s been able to 
is a testament that athletes 
are starting to have a little 
bit of power,” said former 
gymnast Rachael Denhol- 
lander, who filed a criminal 
complaint against Nassar in 
2016. 

The year 2018 also saw the 
swift downfall of former Car¬ 
olina Panthers owner Jerry 
Richardson — who sold the 
team and was fined $2.75 
million by the NFL after he 
was accused of sexual ha¬ 
rassment — and the contin¬ 




In this Jan. 19, 2018, file photo, Morgan McCaul gets hugs from other survivors after making her 
victim impact statement about Larry Nassar in the court of Judge Rosemarie Aquilina in Lansing, 
Mich. 


ued pursuit of equal treat¬ 
ment of women in sports 
like tennis and soccer. 

The French Open angered 
some in May when it de¬ 
clined to seed three-time 
winner Williams following a 
14-month break from ten¬ 
nis in which she gave birth 
to a daughter. Last week, 
the women's tennis tour 
announced that starting 
in 2019, players coming off 
maternity leave or major in¬ 
jury may use a special rank¬ 
ing for up to three years 
upon their return. 

“Serena is mainly respon¬ 
sible for bringing that issue 
to the forefront: Should 
you be treated the same 


for pregnancy as you are 
if you miss time with an in¬ 
jury?" tennis Hall of Famer 
Chris Evert said. The new 
rule “obviously was an ad¬ 
vancement in the women’s 
game.” 

The push by female ath¬ 
letes to transform their 
sports wasn't limited to the 
U.S. 

The South Korean women’s 
curling team that won a 
surprise silver at the 2018 
Olympics came forward in 
November to complain of 
verbal and psychological 
abuse by their handlers, a 
pattern that included with¬ 
holding prize money and 
threatening to bench the 
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captain after learning she 
wanted to start a family. 
The handlers admitted to 
some of the allegations 
but denied others while re¬ 
signing under pressure this 
month. 

And members of Argenti¬ 
na’s women’s soccer team 
used social media to ex¬ 
press mounting frustration 
over unequal treatment, in¬ 
cluding being barred from 
the training complex tra¬ 
ditionally reserved for the 
men and receiving minimal 
financial support. Argentine 
soccer officials relented, al¬ 
lowing the women to work 
out at the same facility as 
the men. □ 


Dutch player, coach Frank de Boer takes over Atlanta United 



In this July 22,2017 file photo, Frank de Boer, manager of Crystal 
Palace FC, shouts during the third place playoff match against 
West Bromwich Albion FC at the Premier League Asia Trophy 
soccer tournament in Hong Kong. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Frank de 
Boer, who appeared in two 
World Cups for the Neth¬ 
erlands during an illustrious 
playing career and went 
on to capture four straight 
league titles as Ajax coach, 
is taking over at Atlanta Unit¬ 
ed. The Major League Soc¬ 
cer champions announced 
the coaching hire Sunday, 
with plans for a formal intro¬ 
duction after the holidays. 
The 48-year-old de Boer 
agreed to a multiyear con¬ 
tract to replace Tata Mar¬ 
tino, who left Atlanta after 
two seasons amid reports 
that he is taking over as 
coach of the Mexican na¬ 
tional team. De Boer takes 
over a club that won the 
MLS Cup in just its second 


season and set numerous 
attendance records, av¬ 
eraging more than 53,000 
per game. United returns to 
action in February, making 
its first appearance in the 
CONCACAF Champions 
League, before the start of 
the MLS season in March. “I 
would like to build on the 
current success to develop 
a secure, solid foundation 
for the club at the top of 
MLS and beyond," de Boer 
said in a statement. “Aside 
from the club's ambitions, 
the values, culture and the 
philosophy for the entire or¬ 
ganization are a vital part 
in realizing that point of 
success. This is exactly what 
I believe in as a person and 
as a coach. All of this com¬ 


bined, makes that I am re¬ 
ally excited to be a part 
of it." De Boer is looking to 
revive his coaching career 
after getting fired from his 
two previous jobs. In 2016, 
he took over at Internazio- 
nale in Italy’s Serie A but 
was dumped after less than 
three months on the job 
with the club mired in 12th 
place. The following year, 
de Boer had an even short¬ 
er stint at England’s Crystal 
Palace, getting sacked af¬ 
ter the team lost its first four 
Premier League games 
without scoring a goal. 
Atlanta United is count¬ 
ing on its new manager to 
carry on the attacking style 
that worked so well under 
Martino. □ 
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Jermall Charlo keeps title, twin Jermell loses his 



Tony Harrison, left, punches Jermell Charlo during the first round of the WBC super welterweight 
championship boxing match Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018, in New York. Harrison won the fight. 

Associated Press 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jermall 
Charlo had every reason to 
be distracted when he en¬ 
tered the ring to defend his 
WBC interim middleweight 
championship. 

Minutes before his bout 
with Matt Korobov, Jer- 
mall's twin, Jermell, lost a 
unanimous decision to Tony 
Harrison, costing Jermell his 
WBC super welterweight 
crown. It was a new experi¬ 
ence for both Charlos, who 
entered Saturday night un¬ 
beaten. 

Jermall (28-0) kept up the 
family name with a one¬ 
sided 12-round victory over 
the game but outclassed 
Korobov (27-2). 

“I felt like Jermell made his 
fight harder than it was,” he 
said. “I had a really tough 
opponent, but he wasn’t 
better than me. There was 
a lot on my mind in the 
ring.” 

Jermall was emphatic at 
the finish — perhaps to 
erase any doubt with this 
set of judges. He staggered 
Korobov in the middle of 
the 12th round, and they 
slugged it out pretty much 
until the finish. 

Jermall Charlo won 119-108 
on one card, 116-112 on 
the other two. 

The AP had it 117-111 for 
Charlo over Korobov, who 
was subbing for Willie Mon¬ 
roe Jr. after Monroe failed 
a drug test. 

“I haven't been that far in a 
fight in a couple of years. It 
felt good to be in there, get 
hit and bang with some¬ 
one,” Jermall added. “He 
was an experienced guy 
who will make me better.” 
Earlier, Harrison withstood 
a late surge by Jermell 
Charlo to take his title in a 


unanimous decision that 
drew heavy boos from the 
crowd of 9,177 at Barclays 
Center. 

When the verdict was an¬ 
nounced, Harrison leaped 
around the ring in celebra¬ 
tion while Charlo stood in 
disbelief. Soon after, Charlo 
broke into Harrison’s inter¬ 
view on Fox to say “You 
know I won this fight.” 

Not according to judges 
Julie Lederman and Ron 
McNair, who had it 115-113 
for Harrison. Robin Taylor 
scored it 116-112 for the 
winner. 

The AP had it 115-113 for 
Charlo. 

“I got back to my corner 
after every round," Harrison 
said. “They told me to just 


keep doing what you’re 
doing. You’re dictating the 
pace. I dictated the pace. 
That’s what champions do. 
Champions don't just try to 
knock people out. That’s 
all he wanted to do. I dic¬ 
tated it. I used my jab. I dic¬ 
tated the fight. That's what 
champions do." 

Both fighters missed dozens 
of punches, but they also 
landed some sharp ones 
through the 12 rounds. 
Charlo connected with 
more efficiency, and he 
staggered Harrison toward 
the end of the fight. 

But it was Harrison who was 
standing with the belt at 
the end. 

“They took that fight from 
me,” Charlo said. “I was 


pressing the action. He 
didn’t win that fight. I’m go¬ 
ing to get my belts back.” 
Harrison said he would give 
Charlo a rematch. 

“He’s a great champion,” 
Harrison said. “I've seen 
him in the gym, he's a hell 
of a champion. I used my 
ring generalship. 

“Jermell, you gave me 
a shot. I'll give you a re¬ 
match.” 

For his fourth defense of the 
title he won by knocking out 
John Jackson in May 2016, 
Charlo, 153 1/2 pounds, 
entered the ring in a black 
robe with a lion’s head. 
Harrison wasn't outdone 
in the costume depart¬ 
ment, though, sporting and 
orange-and-black swirled 


pattern on his warmup suit, 
with his name and No. 7 
on the back. He also was 
wearing eyeglasses and a 
bandanna. 

After the victory, he was 
wearing a huge smile that 
didn’t fade even as the 
fans voiced their displea¬ 
sure. 

Now 28-2, Harrison lost his 
previous attempt for a title 
to Jarrett Hurd for the IBF 
crown in 2017. 

Charlo is 31-1. 

Dominic Breazeale used 
a monstrous right hand to 
knock out Carlos Negron 
in an action-filled heavy¬ 
weight fight. Neither had 
fought in more than a year, 
but there was little rustiness 
once Breazeale got going 
after Negron controlled the 
early rounds. 

Negron frequently land¬ 
ed left leads and had 
Breazeale off-balance 
early. But he also was hit 
enough to bleed under the 
left eye and from the nose. 
Then Breazeale took 
charge, and the knockout 
punch sent Negron partial¬ 
ly through the ropes. 
Breazeale, 33, has lost 
once, to Anthony Joshua 
for the IBF heavyweight 
crown 2 1 -2 years ago. He’s 
hoping to get back into 
the championship picture 
as a WBC mandatory con¬ 
tender for Deontay Wilder's 
belt. Wilder was at ringside 
to see Breazeale improve 
to 20-1 with 18 knockouts. 
“I’m next in line for Deon¬ 
tay Wilder, I'm coming for 
him," said Breazeale, who 
outweighed Negron, 30, by 
30 1-2 pounds. 

“I’ve been waiting for him 
and I did what I had to do. 
I’m ready for him now.” 
Negron fell to 20-2. Both are 
former OlympiansO 
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Connected cars accelerate down data-collection highway 



In this April 22, 2014, file photo, a worker cleans a Tesla Model S sedan before an event to deliver 
the first set of cars to customers in Beijing. 
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By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— That holiday trip over 
the river and through the 
woods to grandmother's 
house could turn into nice 
little gift for automakers as 
they increasingly collect 
oodles and oodles of data 
about the driver. 
Automakers are collecting 
valuable pieces of informa¬ 
tion thanks to the internet 
connections, cameras and 
sensors built into most vehi¬ 
cles in recent years. The on¬ 
line access makes it possi¬ 
ble for cars to be unlocked 
remotely if the keys are lost. 
It’s how safety features can 
be upgraded wirelessly 
and maintenance sched¬ 
ules adjusted based on 
performance. 

But these digital peepholes 
are also offering a wind- 
shield-size view of people’s 
lives. That’s creating the 
potential for intrusive mar¬ 
keting pitches and govern¬ 
ment surveillance. 

No serious incidents have 
occurred in the United 
States, Europe and Japan, 
but a red flag has already 
been raised in China, 
where automakers have 
been sharing location de¬ 
tails of connected cars with 
the government. 

“We are not that far away 
from when 100 percent 
of all new cars will come 
equipped with data mo¬ 
dems," Navigant Research 
analyst Sam Abuelsamid 
predicted. “Having the po¬ 
tential to collect more data 
about people in their cars 
means there is going to be 
potential for abuses, too.” 
Here are some key ques¬ 
tions about the auto indus¬ 
try’s acceleration down the 
data-collection highway: 

Q: What kind of cars collect 
data? 

A: In 2016, about one in ev¬ 
ery five cars sold globally 


could be plugged into the 
internet, according to Bl In¬ 
telligence. By 2020, about 
three out of every four cars 
sold will be online. 

So if you are driving a 2009 
Toyofa Corolla, you prob¬ 
ably only have to worry 
about the tracking and 
data collection being 
done by the smartphone 
resting on the cup holder. 
But as those older models 
go to the scrapyard, it will 
become difficult to avoid a 
vehicle set up for gathering 
data that will be sent to au¬ 
tomakers. 

Q: Which automakers are 
leading the way in this 
trend? 

A: General Motors ac¬ 
counted for 46 percent of 
connected-car shipments 
last year, according to the 
market research firm Coun¬ 
terpoint. They’re followed 
by BMW (20 percent), Audi 
(14 percent) and Mer¬ 
cedes Benz (13 percent). 
In addition, Tesla's Model 
S sold since 2012 all come 
with connectivity. The firm 
said the biggest markets for 


connected car sales last 
year were China (32 per¬ 
cent), the United States (13 
percent), Germany (11 per¬ 
cent) and the United King¬ 
dom (9 percent). 

Q: Do I own data that's col¬ 
lected? 

A: Under U.S. law, it's un¬ 
clear. 

Drivers own the data stored 
in the “black boxes” that 
monitor vehicles in a crash. 
Police and insurers need 
a driver's consent — or a 
court order — to get that 
data. But there are no laws 
addressing data collected 
by automakers through ve¬ 
hicle internet connections. 
So far, few aufomakers will 
share fheir data in the Unit¬ 
ed States without the own¬ 
ers’ consent, Abuelsamid 
said. Twenty companies — 
including GM, Toyota, Ford, 
Hyundai and Mercedes- 
Benz — signed a voluntary 
agreement in 2014 to get 
permission before sharing a 
driver's location, health or 
behavior with third parties. 
The agreement doesn’t re¬ 
quire approval from drivers 


for data to be shared with 
emergency workers or for 
internal research. 

One of the most notable 
exceptions is electric car 
maker Tesla Motors, which 
has released data pub¬ 
licly to reveal — sometimes 
within hours of a crash 
— how fasf a driver was 
traveling and whether the 
company’s semi-autono¬ 
mous Autopilot system was 
engaged after a collision. 
Q: In what ways are auto¬ 
makers passing along data 
when drivers allow it to be 
shared? 

A: They're giving the data 
to insurers to determine the 
premiums that should be 
charged, if a driver con¬ 
sents. This could be good if 
data indicates drivers are 
cautious, adhere to speed 
limits and seldom log lots of 
miles. But insurance premi¬ 
ums could jump for drivers 
who are prone fo speed¬ 
ing or frequent hard brak¬ 
ing — all of which could be 
interpreted as raising the 
risks for accidenfs. Insurers 
would also know whether 


your seat belt is fastened. 
Q: Can I stop an automaker 
from collecting my data? 

A: Most automakers let 
owners decline, or opt out 
of, data collection, but 
that’s usually buried in the 
fine print. Otherwise, per¬ 
mission is assumed. Also, 
unlike smartphones, some 
data collection may be re¬ 
quired to ensure that cars 
operate safely and can 
receive essential software 
updates. That's especially 
true as more vehicles come 
with features such as semi- 
autonomous driving. And 
it could be necessary in 
order to have self-driving 
vehicles. Q: Should I be 
worried about automakers 
using my data in ways that 
are annoying or compro¬ 
mise my privacy? 

A: Probably, if what has 
happened with smart¬ 
phones is a reliable gauge. 
As automakers collect 
more data about driv¬ 
ers, they’re more likely to 
look for ways to profit. The 
built-in display screens and 
mapping software would 
seem to be ideal spots for 
posting advertisements, 
similar to what Google, 
Facebook, Amazon and 
many other internet com¬ 
panies already do. 

The business consultancy 
McKinsey has estimated 
automotive data could be 
worth $450 billion to $750 
billion worldwide by 2030. 
Ford Motor CEO Jim Hack- 
ett may have foreshad¬ 
owed what's coming as he 
boasted in a recent inter¬ 
view about how much the 
automaker already knows 
about its customers who 
get their loans through its 
financial services division. 
All the lending information 
has allowed Ford to learn 
how much money people, 
where they live, where they 
live and whether they are 
married. □ 
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Will stocks rise in 2019? Maybe, but it’ll be stressful 


By STAN CHOE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — No mat¬ 
ter which way the stock 
market goes in 2019 — and 
Wall Street has ample argu¬ 
ments for either direction 
— expect it to be another 
gut-wrenching ride. 

The market is facing a long 
list of challenges this up¬ 
coming year, from expec¬ 
tations for slower economic 
growth around the world to 
the restraining effect of ris¬ 
ing interest rates. And the 
global trade war is still cre¬ 
ating uncertainty as inves¬ 
tors guess how much pain 
it will ultimately inflict. 

All those risks have mar¬ 
ket strategists along Wall 
Street forecasting another 
turbulent year for stocks, 
and potentially one of the 
most difficult years for in¬ 
vestors since the bull mar¬ 
ket began its record-setting 
run in 2009. That follows up 
on a 2018 where swings of 
hundreds of points within a 
single afternoon became 
fairly common for the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average. 

As 2018 showed, higher risk 
doesn’t always mean high¬ 
er rewards. As of Friday, all 
major U.S. stock indexes are 
down more than 8 percent 
for the year. And many 
strategists are forecasting a 
subdued performance for 
stocks in 2019. 

“Ironically ... one would 
expect higher returns with 
higher risk, but for the 
past two years we've un¬ 
derscored a slightly more 
treacherous environment 
for investors: higher risk and 
lower returns,” Vanguard’s 
global chief economist Joe 
Davis said as he unveiled 
his forecasts. 

He expects global stock 
markets to return 4.5 per¬ 
cent to 6.5 percent annual¬ 
ly over the next 10 years, in 
dollar terms, versus the 12.6 
percent they had provided 
annually since the market’s 
bottom following the 2008 
financial crisis. 

A quick glance at the titles 
of the 2019 outlook reports 
for various investment hous¬ 
es shows the increased 
caution. “The end of easy” 
was Wells Fargo Investment 
Institute's title. “Navigating 
volatile markets" was UBS 



In this Nov. 28, 2018, file photo, 
industrial average. 

Asset Management’s, and 
“Lower expectations” was 
Barclays'. 

All the cross-currents push¬ 
ing and pulling markets 
have analysts along Wall 
Street recommending a 
contrasting array of strate¬ 
gies. Some suggest focus¬ 
ing on stocks from emerg¬ 
ing markets, where pro¬ 
ponents say particularly 
sharp drops in price have 
left them looking cheap. 
Others say high-quality 
bonds look like the safest 
bet given all the expected 
turbulence. And some opti¬ 
mists are forecasting a big 
bounce-back year for U.S. 
stocks, which they say no 
longer look expensive rela¬ 
tive to corporate earnings. 
As investments of all types 
dropped this year, investor 
psychology underwent a 
reset. For most of the last 
decade, markets powered 
higher in a largely smooth 
and gradual way. That 
meant big rewards for in¬ 
vestors who saw any dip 
as an opportunity to buy 
at lower prices. The market 
recovered from every wob¬ 
ble to set records again 
and again, often quite 
quickly. 


a television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows a headline for the Dow Jones 


But this year has been dif¬ 
ferent. The S&P 500 is down 
9.6 percent and is on pace 
for its first down year in a 
decade after including div¬ 
idends. It also created a lot 
of heartburn getting there, 
with two separate drops of 
10 percent over the course 
of the year. 

“This is the brave new world 
for investors,” said Rich 
Weiss, chief investment of¬ 
ficer of multi-asset strate¬ 
gies at American Century 
Investments. “It's been nine 
years, 10 years, so it's go¬ 
ing to be a shock to some 
of the newer investors who 
were not around in 2008 or 
in prior market turns.” 

Of course, no forecast is 
perfect. A year ago. Wall 
Street was broadly opti¬ 
mistic about stocks and 
was forecasting moder¬ 
ate gains, largely because 
economies around the 
world were growing in sync. 
But the optimism fell apart 
as the year progressed and 
growth rates diverged, in 
part because of rising trade 
tensions. 

Much will hinge on how 
resilient the U.S. economy 
remains in 2019. It has been 
accelerating since emerg¬ 


ing from the Great Reces¬ 
sion in 2009, and it got a big 
boost this past year from 
tax cuts, which helped 
corporate profits surge at 
their fastest rates in eight 
years. The current eco¬ 
nomic expansion will sur¬ 
pass the 1991-2001 stretch 
as the longest on record if 
the economy avoids a re¬ 
cession through July. In the 
economy’s favor are the 
still-strong job market and 
consumer confidence. 

But concerns are rising that 
a recession may be pos¬ 
sible in 2020 or even the 
latter parts of 2019. The 
Federal Reserve is raising 
interest rates — it indicated 
two more increases may 
arrive in 2019 following four 
this year— and other cen¬ 
tral banks are stepping off 
the accelerator on stimulus 
for their economies, which 
remove big supports. And 
if inflation spikes unexpect¬ 
edly higher, it could push 
the Fed to get more ag¬ 
gressive about raising rates, 
which would further hinder 
growth. 

The International Monetary 
Fund expects U.S. eco¬ 
nomic growth to slow to 
2.5 percent next year from 


Associated Press 

2.9 percent in 2018. It’s also 
forecasting slower growth 
in the euro area, Japan 
and China. 

Analysts are likewise fore¬ 
casting a slowdown in U.S. 
corporate profit growth, 
though still positive. That's 
key because stock prices 
tend to track with corpo¬ 
rate earnings over the long 
term. 

Wall Street expects S&P 
500 earnings growth to 
drop by more than half 
from this year’s 20.3 per¬ 
cent rate, in part because 
companies will no longer 
be getting the boost of the 
first year of new tax rates, 
according to FactSet. But 
the expected 7.9 percent 
growth rate is still a good 
one this far into an eco¬ 
nomic expansion.Q 


Weekly FLEAMARKET- 
At ROCOCO PLAZA 
Tank! Leendert Road 4 A 
Every Frid & Sat + 
Vegetables & Fruits 
Start 9 am BIO SALE 
Antiques & OUTLET 
Open Ma - Zat 9-1 uur 
Rental Afl. 15,- 
Bel info :Ph. 7415640 
Wholesaler BubbtePlastic 
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Difficulty Level ★ 12/24 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Child’s running 
game 
4 Bags 
9 Notice 

13 Goes public with 

15 Without 
companions 

16 Parakeet’s home 

17 Cut coupons 

18 Primly self- 
restrained 

19 Bring on board 

20 Stringy pasta 

22 Small bills 

23 Close 

24 Pasture cry 
26 Meager 

29 Dreamer 

34 Patti and others 

35 Board 

36 Doris or Dennis 

37 Committed 
perjury 

38 Pass out 

39 Speak 

40 Actress/singer 
_-Margret 

41 Vaccine 
developer _ Salk 

42 Lake near Reno 

43 Fastened with a 
rope 

45 Bricklayers 

46 “_to a 

Nightingale” 

47 Extensive 

48 Wingless insect 
51 Getting smaller 

56 Equipment 

57 Breakfast side 
order 

58 Geological 
periods 

60 Difficult 

61 Upper crust 

62 Authentic 

63 Hostels 

64 Of the kidneys 

65 Pig’s home 

DOWN 

1 Tic-_-toe 

2 Feels queasy 

3 Hold on to tightly 
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4 Strut about 

5 Modify 

6 Winter garment 

7 Make a sweater 

8 Residue 

9 Academy 

10 Reason to say 
“Ouch!” 

11 Bad guy 

12 Casual shirts, for 
short 

14 Reached from 
end to end 
21 Acquires 

25 Lawn tree 

26 Water balloon’s 
sound 

27 Actor Michael 

28 Representative 

29 Epic by Homer 

30 Quayle & Marino 

31 Washington’s 
neighbor 

32 Beautician’s 
place 

33 Small children 
35 Rectangular 

piece of glass 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 
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38 Timberlands 
expert 

39 More delicious 

41 Elly May 
Clampett’s pa 

42 Chore 

44 Is a pack rat 

45 Fireplace shelf 
47 Scenic view 


48 Encyc. volume, 
perhaps 

49 Slender 

50 Make money 

52 Opening 

53 Parade spoiler 

54 Negatives 

55 Flying insect 
59 Devious 
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Caribbean Palm Village 
Christmas and New Year 

Week51 Unit E301 2BR $7,900 
Week51&52 UnitD103 2BR 
$7,900 

Week51&52 UnitB102 2BR 
$6,900 

Week52 Unit C202 2BR Best 
Offer 

Week51 Unit El04 1BR $3,900 
Week51&52 Unit E207 1BR 
$5,700 

Week52 Unit E305 1 BR $4,900 
Week52 Unit G204 1 BR $4,500 
Contact Giovanni 
Aruba 592 0500 
US 978 530 6077 
sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

_ 210485 


Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 


Classifieds 


CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 

week 1 Presidential Unit #1313 
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view, 

Sleeps 6 
$14,900 

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com 

_ 210447 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Platinum Ocean View 
$13,000 

1 BR Platinum Ocean Front 
$18,000 

2 BR Platinum Ocean View 
$ 17,000 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Front 
$ 26,000 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


fcDAY 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed fVinters N + V. 
Am ba Ba nk MV, Azz> #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank MU 
Ace. #2 39 SI 90 3 
RBC Royal Bank Act, #1330772 

Assistant Director 

Xiomprc Arefldf 

Editor in Chief 

Linda fteijnders 

(I inda „ rei jnd&rs@cspny.com} 

Liza Kaolin Din (fflanagemenl assistonl] 

Editors 

Richard Breaks 
J&ancarlo Trinidad 

Sales 

Linda Reijaders 

(lindo ■ r-ei j nd er^@c&pn v.com) 

Mari jke Craes 

Classifieds 

Rachel le Danje 

(rachel le.donje@cspnv. com) 

Distribution and Col lection 

accau nil ng@faan dia. com 

Social / Website 

Jeancarla Trinidad 

Wesistraal 22 
T; 582-7800 

Er ne w f@ g mb a io d qy.wm 

W: www-arubaiod aycc m 
O @arubaloday 


TiDAY 


BSNDIA 


How to 
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Halley Time Travel 1 

La Cabana B&C 

Tropicana Resort 

2 BR WK # 49 and 50 Ground 

3 Bedroom WK # 51 Room # 

Floor 

1506 

E- Unit Ocean Front $15 ,000 

Ocean View $25,000 

Each 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 52 4th Floor Pool/ 

2 BR WK 51 Room # 2206/2205 

Ocean View 

26 weeks remain 9 accelerated 

Saturday Check In: $ 11,000 

$25,000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Renaissance Suites 

2 BR PH WK 49 and 50 Room 

1 BR WK # 48 Room # 2522 

#770 

Harbor/Ocean View $ 10,000 

33 weeks remain $28 ,000 Each 

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 2345 

Studio wk #50 14th floor 

Ocean Front $ 15,000 

Penthouse with 35 weeks 
remain On the contract $6,500 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Gold Ocean View $ 5000 

Divi Links Golf 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $ 7500 

Studio wk 2 Rm 4205 24 wks 

1 BR Platinum Ocean View $ 

remain $7500 1 br wk 3 room 

13,000 

4102 24 wks remain $8500 

2 BR Platinum Ocean View $ 

1 BR WK 50 Room # 3208 

17,000 

Biulding C 17 weeks remain 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Front 

$6500 

$27,000 

Divi Village 

Marriott Surf Club 

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 3308 

2 BR Garden View Gold $5000 

25 weeks remain $12,000 

2 BR Garden View Platinum $ 

1 BRWK# 1 Room #5501 

15,000 

24 weeks remain $ 11,000 

2 BR Ocean View Gold $ 7500 

2 BR Ocean View Platinum $ 

Divi Village 

18,000 

Studio WK # 52 Room # 6304 

3 BR Ocean View Gold $ 

20 weeks remain $ 9000 

Studio WK# 1 Room# 8201 

13,000 

23 weeks remain 8 acclerated 

House For Sale 

$8000 

Esmeralda 4 Badroom ,3 Bath 
Full Furnish and AC 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Maid Room Swimming Pool 

Wk 1 and 2 Room # 222 

5 Min to Palm Beach $425,000 

Pool/Ocean View $ 11,000 each 
Dutch Village 

RENAISSANCE SUITES 

Studio WK# 52 Room #117 

1 harbour view $5500 

18 Weeks remain $ 7000 

1 br wk # 49&50 3th floor 
pool/ocean view $6500 each 

Divi Links Golf 

Marriott Surf Club 

1 BR WK # 1 Room # 4208 

platinum plus 

27 weeks remain $ 8000 

1 BR WK # 1 and 2 Room # 

2 br wk 51&52 ocean front 

2252 

HOUSE FOR SALE 

32 weeks Remain $10,000 each 

Catiri 

3 bedroom, 2 bath 

Divi Links Golf 

$250 K 

1 BR WK # 51 and 52 Room # 

210474 

2106 

35 weeks remain on each $ 

13,000 each 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Marriott Surf Club 

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 502 

Platinum Plus 

11 weeks remain $10,000 

2 BR WK 51 &52 Ocean Front 
$150 K Both 

Call:630-1307 

2 BR WK 51 Ocean View $45 K 

iohnnypaesch@gmail.com 

2 BR WK 52 Ocean View $49 K 
2 BR Wk 51 Garden View $40 K 

ST^IP 

Violence Against Women 

2 BR WK 52 Garden View $45 K 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Aljaf Tel. 582 8337 

San Nicolas 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 

CRUISES 



December 23 

Zuiderdam 
December 25 

Navigator of the Seas 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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NASA’s 1st flight to moon, Apollo 8, marks 50th anniversary 



This April 5, 2018 photo provided by the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago shows Apollo 
8 astronauts, from left, William Anders, James Lovell, Frank Borman at the museum. 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— Fifty years ago on Christ¬ 
mas Eve, a tumultuous year 
of assassinations, riots and 
war drew to a close in he¬ 
roic and hopeful fashion 
with the three Apollo 8 as¬ 
tronauts reading from the 
Book of Genesis on live TV 
as they orbited the moon. 
To this day, that 1968 mission 
is considered to be NASA's 
boldest and perhaps most 
dangerous undertaking. 
That first voyage by hu¬ 
mans to another world set 
the stage for the still grand¬ 
er Apollo 11 moon landing 
seven months later. 

There was unprecedented 
and unfathomable risk to 
putting three men atop 
a monstrous new rocket 
for the first time and send¬ 
ing them all the way to 
the moon. The mission 
was whipped together 
in just four months in or¬ 
der to reach the moon by 
year’s end, before the So¬ 
viet Union. There was the 
Old Testament reading by 
commander Frank Borman, 
Jim Lovell and Bill Anders. 
Lastly, there was the photo 
named “Earthrise,” show¬ 
ing our blue and white 
ball — humanity’s home 

— rising above the bleak, 
gray lunar landscape and 
240,000 miles (386 million 
kilometers) in the distance. 
Flumans had never set eyes 
on the far side of the moon, 
or on our planet as a cos¬ 
mic oasis, surrounded com¬ 
pletely by the black void of 
space. A half-century later, 
only 24 U.S. astronauts who 
flew to the moon have wit¬ 
nessed these wondrous 
sights in person.The Apollo 
8 crew is still around: Bor¬ 
man and Lovell are 90, An¬ 
ders is 85. 

To Lovell, the journey had 
the thrill and romance of 
true exploration, and pro¬ 


vided an uplifting cap for 
Americans to a painful, 
contentious year marked 
by the assassinations of 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Robert Kennedy, nation¬ 
wide riots and protests of 
the Vietnam War. 

The mission's impact was 
perhaps best summed up 
in a four-word telegram 
received by Borman. 
“Thanks, you saved 1968.” 
NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine — who at age 
43 missed Apollo — marvels 
over the gutsy decision in 
August that year to launch 
astronauts to the moon 
in four months' time. He's 
pushing for a return to the 
moon, but with real sustain¬ 
ability this next go-around. 
The space agency flipped 
missions and decided that 
instead of orbiting Earth, 
Borman and his crew 
would fly to the moon 
to beat the Soviets and 
pave the way for the lu¬ 
nar landings to come. 
And that was despite on 
its previous test flight, the 
Saturn V rocket lost parts 
and engines failed. “Even 
more worrisome than all 


of this,” Bridenstine noted 
earlier this month, Apollo 8 
would be in orbit around 
the moon on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. 
“In other words, if there 
was a failure here, it would 
wreck Christmas not only 
for everybody in the United 
States, but for everybody in 
the world.” 

As that first moon shot 
neared, Borman’s wife, Su¬ 
san, demanded to know 
the crew’s chances. A 
NASA director answered: 
50-50. 

Borman wanted to get to 
the moon and get back 
fast. In his mind, a single lap 
around the moon would 
suffice. His bosses insisted 
on more. 

“My main concern in this 
whole flight was to get 
there ahead of the Rus¬ 
sians and get home. That 
was a significant achieve¬ 
ment in my eyes," Borman 
explained at the Chicago 
launch of the book “Rock¬ 
et Men” last spring. 
Everyone eventually 

agreed: Ten orbits it would 
be. 

Liftoff of the Saturn V oc¬ 
curred on the morning of 
Saturday, Dec. 21, 1968. 

On Christmas Eve, the 
spaceship successfully 

slipped into orbit around 
the moon. Before bedtime, 
the first envoys to another 
world took turns reading 
the first 10 verses from Gen¬ 
esis. It had been left to Bor¬ 
man, before the flight, to 
find “something appropri¬ 


ate” to say for what was 
expected to be the big¬ 
gest broadcast audience 
to date. 

“We all tried for quite a 
while to figure out some¬ 
thing, and it all came up 
trite or foolish," Borman re¬ 
called. Finally, the wife of a 
friend of a friend came up 
with the idea of Genesis. 

“In the beginning,” Anders 
read, “God created the 
heaven and the Earth ...” 
Borman ended the broad¬ 
cast with, “And from the 
crew of Apollo 8, we close 
with good night, good luck, 
a Merry Christmas, and 
God bless all of you — all of 
you on the good Earth.” 

On Christmas morning, their 
spacecraft went around 
the moon for the final time. 
The engine firing needed to 
shoot them back to Earth 
occurred while the capsule 
was out of communica¬ 
tion with Mission Control in 
Houston. Lovell broke the 
nervous silence as the ship 
reappeared: “Please be 
informed there is a Santa 
Claus." 

Back in Houston, mean¬ 
while, a limousine driver 
knocked on Marilyn Lovell’s 
door and handed her a 
gift-wrapped mink stole 
with a card that read: “To 
Marilyn, Merry Christmas 
from the man in the moon." 
Lovell bought the coat for 
his wife and arranged its 
fancy delivery before liftoff. 
Splashdown occurred in 
the pre-dawn darkness on 
Dec. 27, bringing the in¬ 


credible six-day journey 
to a close. Time magazine 
named the three astro¬ 
nauts “Men of the Year.” 

It wasn’t until after the as¬ 
tronauts were back that 
the significance of their 
Earth pictures sank in. 
Anders snapped the iconic 
Earthrise photo during the 
crew’s fourth orbit of the 
moon, frantically switch¬ 
ing from black-and-white 
to color film to capture the 
planet's exquisite, fragile 
beauty. 

“Oh my God, look at that 
picture over there!” An¬ 
ders said. “There’s the Earth 
coming up. Wow, is that 
pretty!" 

Before the flight, no one 
had thought about photo¬ 
graphing Earth, according 
to Anders. The astronauts 
were under orders to get 
pictures for potential lunar 
landing sites while orbiting 
70 miles (112 kilometers) 
above the moon. 

“We came to explore the 
moon and what we discov¬ 
ered was the Earth," An¬ 
ders is fond of saying. 

His Earthrise photo is a pil¬ 
lar of today’s environmen¬ 
tal movement. It remains 
a legacy of Apollo and 
humanity’s achievement, 
said professor emeritus 
John Logsdon of George 
Washington University’s 
Space Policy Institute, for¬ 
ever underscoring the ab¬ 
sence of political borders 
as seen from space. 

Anders wondered then — 
and now — “This is not a 
very big place, why can't 
we get along?” 

Lovell remains awestruck by 
the fact he could hide all of 
Earth behind his thumb. 
“Over 3 billion people, 
mountains, oceans, des¬ 
erts, everything I ever knew 
was behind my thumb,” he 
recalled at a recent an¬ 
niversary celebration at 
Washington's National Ca¬ 
thedral. 

Astronaut-artist Nicole Stott 
said the golden anniversa¬ 
ry provides an opportunity 
to reintroduce the world 
to Earthrise. She and three 
other former space travel¬ 
ers are holding a celebra¬ 
tion at NASA's Kennedy 
Space Center on Friday, 50 
years to the day Apollo 8 
launched. □ 
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For Saoirse Ronan, ‘Queen of Scots’ role gave room to grow 


By BROOKE LEFFERTS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Saoirse 
Ronan says she was “more 
than ready” to make the 
transition on film, and in 
real life, from young girl to 
commanding woman. Her 
new role in “Mary Queen of 
Scots,” gave her the oppor¬ 
tunity to do both. 

Ronan, who is Irish, says she 
was not only excited to 
play Mary Stuart, a Celtic 
woman who ruled Scot¬ 
land in the 16th century, 
but also to take on such a 
meaty part. 

Nominated for Oscars 
for roles in “Atonement,” 
‘’Brooklyn" and last year’s 
awards season favorite, 
“Lady Bird,” Ronan, 24, has 
often played girls who are 
still finding their way in the 
world. But “Mary Queen of 
Scots” provided the transi¬ 
tion to full womanhood as 
her character falls in love, 
becomes a mother, and 
rides a horse into battle. 
“Playing Mary offered me 
so much as an actor. It's the 
first time that I've played 
someone who really comes 
into their womanhood and 
is very sort of settled and 
comfortable in that stage 
of their life,” Ronan says. 
“Doing the labor scene es¬ 



In this Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2018 photo, Saoirse Ronan poses for a portrait during her press tour for 
“Mary, Queen of Scots” in New York, New York. 


pecially, it was just a really, 
really empowering scene 
... and I think just getting 
to play someone who can, 
you know scream and be 
sweaty, and you know en¬ 
joy sex and go onto the 
battlefield and do all of 
these things was really lib¬ 
erating for me.” 


Her character also faces 
betrayal from both fam¬ 
ily and political factions 
who didn’t always respect 
a woman in power. In the 
film, Scots who wanted 
Queen Mary to lose her 
position fabricated rumors 
to sway the public against 
her. The negative rhetoric 


Associated Press 

may resonate with modern 
audiences. 

“It totally mirrors exactly 
what's happening now 
and what has kind of al¬ 
ways happened to, es¬ 
pecially I think, women in 
politics — the way they're 
shamed and the way 
they're ridiculed for basi¬ 


cally anything that isn't 
their policy." Ronan went 
on to say “it's been really 
interesting to see how peo¬ 
ple have been able to pick 
up on so many things in the 
film that were taking place 
500 years ago that are still 
very much a common oc¬ 
currence now." 

Ronan says she always 
wanted to collaborate 
with Margot Robbie, who 
plays Queen Elizabeth I in 
“Mary.” The two actresses 
decided it would be best 
for on-screen tension if they 
didn’t see each other until 
their one scene together. 
“By the time we actually 
saw each other which was 
in a take, and the camera 
shot us both at the same 
time, it was just the best 
buzz ever,” Ronan says. 
Playing a formidable 
queen was like “gold dust” 
but Ronan says she’s also 
attracted to characters 
who are vulnerable and 
damaged. 

“It’s great to play really 
strong women, but also I 
just really want to play very 
well written roles. So even 
if they are a bit of a mess 
or a bit ditzy or whatever, I 
don’t mind that.” 

“Mary Queen of Scots” is in 
theaters now.Q 


Raf Simons out at Calvin Klein after 2 high-profile years 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Less 
than two years after he 
shook up the New York 
fashion world with a 
splashy runway debut for 
Calvin Klein, designer Raf 
Simons is leaving the com¬ 
pany. 

The company and the Bel¬ 
gian designer announced 
they had “amicably" de¬ 
cided to part ways after 
Calvin Klein “decided on 
a new brand direction dif¬ 
ferent from Simons’ cre¬ 
ative vision.” 

A representative for Si¬ 
mons said in an email Fri¬ 
day night that the design¬ 
er would have no further 
comment. 

Simons revitalized Calvin 
Klein with his hip European 
sensibility after being ap¬ 



In this Tuesday, July 11, 2017 file photo. Fashion designer 
Raf Simons, left, makes adjustments before his fashion show 
during Men's Fashion Week in New York. 

Associated Press 


pointed chief creative of¬ 
ficer in 2016. His New York 
Fashion Week shows were 
the talk of the industry, be¬ 
ginning with his February 
2017 debut, which had a 
clear political message, 
opening and closing with 


the David Bowie song “This 
is Not America." 
Celebrities flocked to his 
shows, critics raved, and 
the fashion establish¬ 
ment rewarded him with 
three top awards in two 
years. He won the Coun¬ 


cil of Fashion Designers of 
America award for wom- 
enswear in both 2017 and 
2018, and in a rare feat 
also took the menswear 
award in 2017. 

But critical raves don’t 
necessarily translate to 
commercial success. 
There was reportedly dis¬ 
appointment on the part 
of PVH, the corporation 
that owns Calvin Klein, in 
sales under Simons. 

Simons, 50, who previous¬ 
ly worked at Dior and Jil 
Sander, brought an artsy 
European approach to the 
iconic American brand, 
often citing numerous cul¬ 
tural references — but es¬ 
pecially Hollywood — as 
inspiration. In September, 
his runway show rifted on 
the movie “Jaws," with 
models in various types of 


wetsuits strolling in front of 
enormous screens depict¬ 
ing a glistening ocean. 
Many of the garments 
had big bites taken out of 
them — as in shark bites. 
Simons said the shark rep¬ 
resented danger. 

“Very often we are at¬ 
tracted to things that we 
actually know are danger¬ 
ous,” he said in an inter¬ 
view. “But we can't stay 
away from it.” 

At his show last February, 
Simons coated the for¬ 
mer American Stock Ex¬ 
change Building in down¬ 
town Manhattan with a 
huge bed of popcorn. 
Guests slogged through 
the kernels to get to their 
seats, with bits of pop¬ 
corn falling into boots and 
shoes and coating one’s 
clothes with powder. □ 
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‘Welcome to Marwen’ is a fantastic misstep 



liNED STAKING J14 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

Eighteen years ago, a man 
named Mark Hogencamp 
was brutally beaten by 
five men outside of a bar 
in Kingston, New York. The 
assault put him in a coma 
for over a week and left 
him with permanent brain 
damage and little memory 
of his previous life. To cope, 
he constructed an elabo¬ 
rate miniature World War 
ll-era Belgian town where 
he would create fantasy 
sequences with dolls rep¬ 
resenting himself, his friends 
and even his assailants, 
and photographed them. 
He called the town Mar- 
wencol and the eccen¬ 
tric and fascinating scene 
caught the attention of the 
art world, the media and 
eventually became the 
subject of an acclaimed 
2010 documentary. 

Why Hollywood and an al¬ 
ways innovative filmmaker 
like Robert Zemeckis would 
be drawn to this inherently 
dramatic, emotional and 
fantastical story is hardly a 
mystery. The head-scratch- 
er is how it ended up as 
such a disaster. Yes, “Wel- 


Caribbean 

Cinemas 


This image released by Universal Pictures shows the dolls of Marwen, from left, Anna, voiced by 
Gwendoline Christie, Cap’n Hogie, voiced by Steve Carell, Gl Julie, voiced by Janelle Monde, 
Roberta, voiced by Merritt Wever, Suzette, voiced by Leslie Zemeckis, and Carlala, voiced by Eiza 
Gonzalez, in “Welcome to Marwen.” 

Associated Press 

is his fantasy, so they all 
love him of course, but he 
tells them to keep their dis¬ 
tance because there’s this 
blue-haired Belgian witch 
named Deja Thoris (Diane 
Krueger, who is probably 
thankful to be hidden be¬ 
hind the animation) who 
gets jealous and kills wom¬ 
en who get close to him. 
Seriously. In the real world, 
however, Mark is a mess. 


come to Marwen ,” despite 
what I believe were the 
best of intentions, is cloy¬ 
ing, jaw-droppingly sexist 
and oddly lifeless. It’s not 
that it’s a poorly-directed 
movie. It’s just stunningly 
ill-conceived. Steve Carell 
plays Mark, and his WWII 
action-figure alter-ego 
Hoagie, who we meet first. 
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Hoagie is handsome, as¬ 
sured and unflappable in 
wartime. A plane crash? 
No problem. Shoes on fire? 
He’ll just wear a pair of heels 
instead. A Nazi holding him 
at gunpoint? He’ll talk to 
him with no fear. And if he 
gets in over his head, no 
worries, a cabal of beau¬ 
tiful, machine-gun-toting 
and scantily clad women 
will come to save him. This 


DECEMBER 20 

-2* 


WgttRfS BOLSHOI BALLET 

THE NUTCRACKER 

SLINOaV DEC, i’S LQ16PM 

T 

A 

IKE \l\*:n:FU TE Saturday 

Mce Opm dec, J2:t;QOPM 





MAMIE iftlNPUO I IfVLAN Q-piitN 


Ml J»L| *»| II W 
ur i w | < f m | v ji;- [ n >:■ 
■uh i H HAM f *0 |*W 


cXc 


WCM-TII A *:• 


lw5WTHJ Wi | I ''i 
Fll 5 41 H1H lau 
■M 1 11 I A 15 n -i 11 i KrJ3 
WJ I Lj | f ** j * 


IFNNiFFI cOPEZj MMO VCHIHUKHU 

SECOND ACT — 

MON-THU in 1 I 7 ID | IH 

MmM | 7-KflX | MM 

i H 7 30 1 J M | T TO | P M | 11 SO 

_Mw»on»iy.oif»_ 

JASON MOMOl, | AMBEA HE>AD 

A Q U A M A IN 

wr- ukttui Lwnii 
MOt4fHU & in* 4M\7M 

■KtUt A M I 'Ml ID 12 


cxc 


mMun i 4i r j tw 


C. ItlLLV I 1AIAM &!LVt!I*UN 

RALPH BREAKS 
THE INTERNET 

wh w*nnn fwai 
HOUR? j» 
ttfmw | aj* 


MQHrTM# 1 1? | ■ » 

tn i ji? (w i lias 
ur ? jc | j j: | i >: i 11 7,5 
WN 1 ^ I i « H 


J*JCt JOHNSON | IltiMtLD 

> 5-1 

1 1 jig nit 




lm 6 k 

HUMS' WTtviMCUUI Uinil IW HJl 

momimjiilw 7»L*.w: 
Nt-U-F 7M i * SJ | > I 4G 


MlCtUfl | .CIL4N I nWSVR SUUSHf 

CREED 2 


"O'low 


Grimch 

wtth yub un - nr 1 [«) 

UT HIM I K> I IU 


OPENING NEKWfEfc WELCOME, TO MAffWIN 

Poll* Beach Plena 
Aruba | 586.0074 

THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES 
ON YOUR MOBILE DEVICE 

V AppS^rar J 

1 

| P GooghFV * 1 | 


living in a semi-permanent 
mobile home, popping pills 
like candy, and avoiding 
human interactions wher¬ 
ever he can — especially 
those that remind him of 
the assault, which is why 
he’s doing everything he 
can to get out of attend¬ 
ing the sentencing hearing 
for his attackers despite his 
lawyer’s pleas. 

His PTSD manifests in his 
fantasy world. When he 
feels attacked, suddenly 
there’s machine gun fire 
being sprayed throughout 
the bar in Marwen. It’s also 
the place where he can 
always get the girl, if he so 
chooses. He can also con¬ 
struct whatever kind of girl 
he wants, whether it’s a 
young blond milkmaid or a 
replica of the woman, Nicol 
(an uncomfortable-look¬ 
ing Leslie Mann), who has 
just moved into the house 
across from him.“Welcome 
to Marwen," co-written 
by Zemeckis and Caroline 
Thompson (“Edward Scis- 
sorhands") wants to be 
both childlike and adult 
in ways that the film is not 
equipped to examine in 
any sort of serious way, mak¬ 
ing the whole thing creepy 
and discomforting.Q 


Travis Scott in talks to perform at halftime show 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rapper 
Travis Scott is in talks to per¬ 
form at the Super Bowl half¬ 
time in Atlanta, The Associ¬ 
ated Press has learned. 

A person familiar with the 
situation, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
because they were not al¬ 
lowed to speak about the 
topic publicly, told The AP 
that Scott is close to sign¬ 
ing on to perform at Super 
Bowl 53 on Feb. 3 at the 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 
The person confirmed that 
Scott will headline Pepsi’s 
pre-Super Bowl concert on 
Feb. 1 in Atlanta, two days 
before the Super Bowl. 
Controversy has surround¬ 
ed the halftime show since 
NFL player Colin Kaepe- 
mick said he would not 
stand for the national an¬ 
them in protest of racial dis¬ 


ln this June 2,2018 file photo, rapper Travis Scott performs at The 
Governors Ball Music Festival in New York. 

Associated Press 


crimination against blacks 
in the United States two 
years ago. Some musicians 
have reconsidered per¬ 
forming at the Super Bowl 
as a result, and Rihanna 
and Jay-Z were among 
the stars who reportedly 
said no to performing at 
halftime show. The person 
said Pepsi, which sponsors 


the halftime show, brought 
Scott to the NFL, which is 
in talks with the rapper. 
Scott, 26, has had an uber- 
successful year with his lat¬ 
est album “Astroworld," 
one of the year's top re¬ 
leases. It features the No. 1 
hit, “Sicko Mode,” and re¬ 
cently earned Scott three 
Grammy nominations. Q 
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Ailey troupe marks 60 years by looking back at its founder 



This image released by the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater shows a performance from the second act of “Lazarus,” 
choreographed by Rennie Harris, in New York. 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — It was 

March 1958 when an Af¬ 
rican-American dancer 
named Alvin Ailey, then 
making his living on the 
Broadway stage, gathered 
up a group of fellow danc¬ 
ers and presented a one- 
night show of his own works. 
In the audience at the 92nd 
Street Y in Manhattan was 
18-year Sylvia Waters, who 
was studying dance across 
town at Juilliard. She had 
never seen anything like it. 
“It was absolutely riveting,” 
she says now. “I had never 
seen men dance like that.” 
Most exciting to Waters 
was seeing people dance 
“who I could relate to," she 
says. “There was something 
so visceral about the expe¬ 
rience. We didn't know at 
the time that it was history, 
but it was definitely spe¬ 
cial.” 

It was indeed history: The 
company born that night, 
which Waters would join 
a decade later, is now 60 
years old and credited with 
helping popularize modern 
dance, as well as bringing 
the African-American ex¬ 
perience to a global stage. 
The Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater is one of the 
best known companies in 
the world, touring constant¬ 
ly and still earning rapturous 
ovations for its signature 
work, “Revelations,” which 
tells the African-American 
story through spirituals and 
blues. 

To mark the milestone, the 
company has been de¬ 
voting its current New York 
season to remembering 
Ailey himself, who died at 
age 58 in 1989, with a ma¬ 
jor new work, “Lazarus,” as 
well as “Timeless Ailey,” a 
compilation that includes a 
piece of “Blues Suite,” per¬ 
formed that night in 1958. 
It’s a time for the company 
to reflect on how it made it 
this far, says Judith Jamison, 
the former Ailey artistic 
director and still its best- 
known face. 

“It’s amazing,” says 
Jamison, 75, who in her 
dancing years became 
known for the searing 
“Cry,” another Ailey signa¬ 
ture piece. “I find it remark¬ 


able that we still exist to¬ 
day, lo these 60 years. And 
I think Mr. Ailey would be 
absolutely beside-himself 
happy, that something he 
started 60 years ago could 
blossom into everything he 
imagined.” 

In a recent interview on the 
sidelines of company re¬ 
hearsal, Jamison recalled 
being present as Ailey died, 
along with Waters and Al¬ 
ley's mother. “We were in 
his room as he passed, and 
usually you see in movies, 
that people have their last 
breath and they breathe 
out. But Mr. Ailey breathed 
IN. We expected him to 
breathe out, and he didn’t. 
So I think what we’re living 
on now, is his breath OUT 
... that air, that vision, that 
dream.” 

A key challenge for the 
company is keeping Ailey’s 
memory alive and present 
— not just for audiences, 
but for the dancers who 
never met him. Yannick 
Lebrun, who grew up in 
French Guiana and joined 
the company 10 years ago, 
says he learned about Ailey 
from people like Jamison. 
“She always talked about 
Alvin and how generous he 
was, how human he was,” 
says Lebrun, one of the 
company's current stars, 
“and how dedicated he 
was to sharing his love for 
modern dance, but also his 


memories from growing up 
in the South, and African- 
American heritage and his¬ 
tory.” 

Ailey grew up in poverty 
in small-town Texas, to a 
17-year-old mother. It’s 
both the story of his early 
life and the broader Afri¬ 
can-American experience 
that the company is telling 
with the two-act “Lazarus,” 
so named for the theme of 
resurrection. It was choreo¬ 
graphed by hip-hop artist 
Rennie Harris and commis¬ 
sioned by Robert Battle, 
Jamison's successor as ar¬ 
tistic director. 

“There came this thing of 
wanting to hear Mr. Ailey’s 
voice, because so many of 
us didn’t have the opportu¬ 
nity to know him,” says Bat¬ 
tle. He means “voice” both 
figuratively and literally; 
there’s a section of “Laza¬ 
rus” where the choreogra¬ 
pher inserts his own voice 
into old audio of Ailey, as if 
interviewing him today. 

The piece begins with a his¬ 
torical look at the African- 
American struggle, includ¬ 
ing a depiction of lynch- 
ings, and then moves into 
full-on, high-energy hip- 
hop. “Hip-hop is a celebra¬ 
tion of life,” Battle says. 

The genre also connects 
with younger audiences, 
of course, and the compa¬ 
ny's challenge — like that 
of any arts organization — 


is to bring younger people 
into the fold. “Our biggest 
challenge is the compe¬ 
tition for people's leisure 
time," Battle says. “The 
phones, the technology.” 
The cost of touring, too, is 
rising. “We have to con¬ 
tinue to find ways to reach 
new audiences,” he says. 
However successful the 
new piece, or others in the 
company’s broad reper¬ 
toire, nothing will ever take 
the place of “Revelations,” 
which more than a signa¬ 
ture work is the very core of 
the company's identity. It’s 
on the schedule most eve¬ 
nings the company per¬ 
forms. 

Indeed, the work is so much 
in demand that none other 
than Ailey himself tried to 
cut back on it years ago, to 
showcase other things. But 
ticket sales dropped. Battle 
says, “And so Alvin said, 
‘Put it back on!”’ Performed 
everywhere from the Olym¬ 
pics to the White House, 
the work has often been 
called the most-seen piece 
of modern dance, but it’s 
hard to imagine anything 
to compare it with. 

“It’s a phenomenon,” Bat¬ 
tle says simply, “a once- 
in-a-lifetime work. It’s uni¬ 
versal in such a palpable 
way that no matter if we're 
across the street or across 
the ocean, people have 
a visceral response.” He 


Associated Press 

describes a trip to Russia 
where he felt very far from 
home — until he saw the 
audience cheering “Rev¬ 
elations.” Suddenly, he 

says, “it became a church 
somewhere in the South.” 
The popularity of “Revela¬ 
tions” is hardly a challenge, 
Battle says — he sees it as 
a blessing. “It’s like Aretha 
singing, ‘Respect,’” he 

notes. “People don’t get 
tired of it. It’s, ‘C'mon, sing 
it!'" Jamison adds that on 
evenings when “Revela¬ 
tions" isn't on the bill, audi¬ 
ences still appreciate see¬ 
ing the new works — and 
then, she quips, “they’ll buy 
another ticket, to get their 
fix.” Nor do the dancers, for 
whom “Revelations” is a rite 
of passage, seem to tire of 
the work, Lebrun says. 
“There's always something 
new to say,” says Lebrun, 
whose favorite sections 
to perform are “I Wanna 
Be Ready,” a solo for a 
man preparing to meet his 
maker, and “Sinner Man,” 
where he enters the stage 
in an adrenaline-fueled 
sprint. 

“’Revelations’ is why we 
are here right now, 60 years 
later," Lebrun says. “So if 
we don’t take care of it ... 
this most important modern 
dance piece in the world, 
then why are we here? 
Why are we doing what 
we’re doing?”Q 












IWC PORTUGIESER. 

THE LEGEND AMONG ICONS. 




CO 

il * 

o' 

£ ri .. 

CNJ^ 


Portugieser Perpetual Calendar, 
Ref. 5033: The daring expeditions of the 
Portuguese seafarers held out the promise of 
everlasting glory, A worthy legacy of this heroic 
epoch is the Portugteser Perpetual Calendar, 
Timelessly elegant, it features trailblazing 
technology that includes a 7-day automatic 
movement with Pellaton winding and a power 
reserve display showing the date until 2499, 
So converted into human lifetimes, this model 


could be working on its legendary status for 
eternity, iwc, engineered for men. 

Mechanical movemens ■ Pellaton automatic 
winding - IWC-manufactured 52610 calibre - 7-day 
power reserve - Power reserve display - Peipelual 
calendar with displays lor the date - day, mcrnlh ■ 
year in four digits and perpetual moon phase - 
Sapphire glass - Sec through sapphire-glass back - 
Water-resistant 3 bar - Diameter 44.2 mm - Alligator 
leather strap by Santoni 
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